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“The Valley of the
Housatonic, locked in by
walls of every shape and
size, from grassy knolls
to bold basaltic cliffs—

a ‘Happy Valley’ indeed!
A beautiful little river
wanders singing from
side to side in this
secluded paradise.”

Fanny Kemble, Actress, 1835

Executive Summary

The upper Housatonic Valley is noted for its picturesque landscape, the meandering

Housatonic River, and traditional New England towns. Writers, artists, and vacationers

have visited the region for 150 years to enjoy its scenic wonders, making it one of the

country’s leading cultural resorts. Eilcompassing 29 communities in the hilly terrain of

western Massachusetts and northwestern Connecticut, the upper Housatonic Valley is

considered by many to be the quintessence of a civilized, independent, and thoughtful

retreat. Many visitors and residents alike, however, are unaware of the underlying

history and culture that have shaped and been shaped by the landscape. The Upper

Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area has been proposed in order to heighten

appreciation of the region, preserve its natural and historic resources, and improve the

quality of life and economy of the area.

The study area is the watershed of the upper
Housatonic River, extending 6o miles from ‘
Kent, CT, to Lanesboro, MA. It includes 26
communities stipulated in the Upper
Housatonic National Heritage Area Study Act
of 2000; three communities that requested in-
clusion have been added. The Upper
Housatonic National Heritage Area Study Act
outlined eight criteria for evaluating the signifi-
cance, suitability, and feasibility of the upper
Housatonic Valley to become a national heri-
tage area. Analysis of the upper Housatonic
Valley in light of these criteria demonstrates
that the area contains nationally important re-
sources and represents important national
themes. The upper Housatonic Valley is a sin-
gular geographical and cuitural region that has
made significant national contributions through
its literary, artistic, musical, and architectural
achievements, its iron, paper, and electrical
equipment industries, and its scenic beautifica-
tion and environmental conservation efforts.
The only National Park Service unit in the area
is the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, which
runs the length of the valley.

In the process of researching this heritage area
feasibility study, four heritage themes interpret-
ing the region have been identified:

-Currurar Resorr—famed for writers
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Meiville, Bdith
Wharton, W.E.B. DuBois, painters Norman
Rockwell and Jasper Johns, sculptor Daniel
Chester French, and the performing arts centers
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of Tanglewood, Music Mountain, Norfolk
Chamber Music Festival, Jacob’s Pillow, and

Shakespeare & Company, and the resort towns of

Stockbridge and Lenox, MA;

- +SHAPING 4 SCENIC Lanpscari—renowned for £

its scenic beauty and a long history of innovative

nature conservation following the era of industri- ; '

alization and deforestation;

+ CRADLE OF INDUSTRY—Tegion was a pio-
neer in the iron, paper, and electrical genera-
tion industries;

+REVOLUTIONARY WAR AND THE DEVELOPMENT
of DeEMocracy—there were important events re-
lated to the Revolhutionary War era, Shays’ Rebel-
lion, and early civil rights.

This collection of themes is not currently inter-
preted by other national heritage areas, so it
would be suitable to designate the upper
Housatonic Valley a national heritage area.

The feasibility study examined three management
alternatives: (1) Continuation of Current Practices;

(2) National Heritage Area; (3) Privately Organized

Heritage Area. It was found that the alternative of
anational heritage area would be most effective at
accomplishing the region’s goals for cultural and
environmental preservation and education.

The national heritage area would complement the
upper Housatonic economy, which is reliant on
tourism, education, the arts, recreation, farming,
and specialized manufacturing. A heritage area
would enhance the quality of historical, cultural,
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i Dairy herds graze on the rocky fields of Lakeville, CT

and natural attractions and increase connections
among them. Heritage area goals expressed in the
planning process include: strengthening the
region’s identity; increasing public awareness of
local history and the need for preservation; en-
couraging research on local history and its
incorporation into the educational curriculum;
enhancing the quality of community character;
controlling undesirable grthh; improving the lo-
cal economy, particularly in Pittsfield, MA; and
renewing a sense of public “ownership” of the
long-polluted Housatonic River.

The extensive citizen involvement in heritage ac-
tivities and the existence of the nonprofit
organization Upper Housatonic Valley National
Heritage Area, Inc, (UHVNHA) make a national

heritage area designation feasible. The
UHVNHA was incorporated as a private non-
profit organization in 2000 to create a formal
vehicle for promoting a national heritage area. It
has an active board and & broad membership in-
cluding the region’s municipalities and cuitural,
historical, environmental, civic, educational, and
economic development organizations. There is a

great deal of interest in the upper Housatonic

Valley in establishing a national heritage area.

This study includes an environmental assess-
ment of possible impacts related to the three

possible alternatives. This assessment finds that

the potential impacts are not significant, al-
though additional visitors will contribute to the

tourism economy.

National Park Service 5
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The creation of a
heritage area usually
begins with a grass-roots
effort by residents,
businesses, COmmunity
and political leaders to
protect, preserve, and
promote the special
qualities of their
environment, history,
or culture.

Project Background

The National Heritage Area Concept

A national heritage area is a part of our country’s
landscape that has been recognized by the
United States Congress for its unique contribu-
tion to the American experience. It has a
distinctive history and geography, nationally im-
portant resources, and a story of broad interest
to tell. It brings coherence and meaning to the

- complex history of a region,

Heritage areas may be developed around a com-
mon theme or industry that influenced the
culture and history of the region. For example, in
the Blackstone River Valley National Hexitage
Corridor of Massachusetts and Rhode Island,
the mills driven by waterpower represent the
beginning of the early American industrial age.
Many areas are associated with a large-scale
natural resource such as a river valley or a cul-
tural resource like a historic canat or roadway.
Expressions of the region’s heritage may be
found in historic architecture, living folklife
resources, scenic and natural features, and
industries and products that have sustained

the region’s economy.

Often heritage places are such an integral part of
the landscape that they go unrécognized and un-
protected. Heritage areas recognize the impact of
history on the evolving landscape and under-
stand that conservation and economic
development are interrelated. Heritage areas are
“living landscapes;” where the residents have
formed partnerships with state and local govern-
ment to celebrate their heritage and conserve
irreplaceable natural and cultural resources. A
heritage area may incorporate urban, suburban,
and rural communities and cross state bound-
aries. Most heritage areas consist mainly of
private properties, although some include public
parks and preserves. Much of the maintenance
of these Jands is accomplished through nonprofit
organizations and volunteers. Heritage areas do
not have land-use regulatory powers.

Regions can use heritage areas as a vehicle for
developing public-private support for preserva-
tion and investment. The process involves
building partnerships that educate residents and
visitors about the region, protect its natural and

6 Upper Housatonic Valley National Herftage Area Study

_to conduct a study of the suitability and feasi-

© Senate and sponsored by Representative John

" Senator Christopher J. Dodd (D-CT). The

cuitural heritage, and enhance the economy
through business investment, job expansion, and .
tourism. Heritage areas have resurrected a sense
of “civics® in many areas. They have made
people more aware of their communities and
their history and have provided a vehicle for
working to:gether to improve their regions.

The creation of a heritage area usually begins
with a grass-roots effort by residents, busi-
nesses, community and political leaders to
protect, preserve, and promote the special
qualities of their environment, history, or cul-
ture. To pursue federal designation, potential
areas must undergo an evaluation of signifi-
cance, feasibility, and suitability.

The federal legislation that officially designates a |
heritage area usually identifies a specific manage- ?
ment entity that is expected to coordinate the
activities of the heritage area, develop its man-
agement plan, and receive any federal funds
provided by Congtess. The NPS provides these
organizations with technical assistance and sup-

port. If Congress designates a national heritage
area, the next step is to develop a management .
action plan: This process helps residents of the
proposed heritage area identify the significant

features of their region and develop an action

agenda to serve as a basis for community projects: '
and programs.

Legislative History :
On November g, 2000, PL 106-470 was signed
into law, directing the Secretary of the Interior 2

bility of establishing the Upper Housatonic

Valley National Heritage Area in Connecticut
and Massachusetts. The legislation was intro-
duced by Representative Nancy Johnson ‘
(R-CT-6) in the House of Representatives and ;‘é
by Senator Joseph Lieberman (D-CT) in the |

Olver (D-MA-1), Senator Edward M. Kennedy 1
(D-MA), Senator John F. Kerry (D-MA), and

NPS was delegated responsibility for carrying |
out the study in PL 106-470, referred to as the
Upper Housatonic National IHeritage Area
Study Act of 2000.
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Thé Study Approach

The Upper Housatonic National Heritage Area
Study Act of 2000 stipulates that the significance,
suitability, and feasibility study shall include
analysis, documentation, and determinations re-
garding whether the study area—

L has an assemblage of natural, historic, and
cultural resources that together represent dis-
finctive aspects of American heritage worthy of
recognition, conservation, interpretation, and
continuing use, and are best managed through
partnerships among public and private entities
and by combining diverse and sometimes non-
contiguous resources and active communities;

2. reflects traditions, customs, beliefs and
folk-life that are a valuable part of the na-
tignal story;

3. provides outstanding opportunities to
conserve natural, historic, cultural, and/or
scenic features; .

4. provides outstanding recreational and
educational opportunities; .

5- contains resources important to the
identified theme or themes of the Study Area

that retain a degree of integrity capable of
supporting interpretation;

6. includes residents, business interests,
nonprofit organizations, and local and state
governments who are involved in the planning,
have developed a conceptual financial plan that
cutlines the roles for all participants, including
the Federal Government, and have demeon-
strated support for the concept of a national
heritage area;

7. has a potential management entity to work
in partnership with residents, business interests,
nonprofit organizations, and local and state gov-
ernments to develop a national heritage area
consistent with continued local and state eco-
nomic activity; and

8. has a conceptual boundary map that is
supported by the public.

After addressing these questions about the sig-
nificance, suitability, and feasibility of
establishing the Upper Housatonic Valley
National Heritage Area, this study compares the
upper Housatonic Valley with other heritage

Mational Park Service 7



areas; presents management alternatives for pre-
serving and interpreting the region’s historical,
cultural, and natural resources; and provides au
environmental assessment (FA} of the impacts of
the proposed options.

This study did not evaluate the upper Housa-
tonic Valley as a potential unit of the national -
park system.

The Study Area

" The study area is the watershed of the upper
Housatonic River, extending 60 miles from Kent,
CT, to Lanesboro, MA. It comprises 848 square

" miles, including eight towns in Connecticut and
eighteen in Massachusetts. (If three proposed
towns are added it would add 16 square miles
for a new total of 964 square miles.) The Coz-
necticut towns are Canaan, Cornwall, Kent,
Notfolk, North Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon, and
Warren. The Massachusetts towns are Alford,
Dalton, Egremont, Great Barrington, Hinsdale,
Lanesboro, Lee, Lenog, Monterey, Mount Wash-
ington, New Matlboro, Pittsiield, Richmond,
Sheffield, Stockbridge; Tyringham, Washington,
and West Stockbridge. '

The Berkshire (MA) and Litchfield Hills (CT)
that surround the watershed have helped shape
a distinct regional culture and have provided
natural borders for the proposed heritage area.
The upper Housatonic Valley is distinct from
the lower Housatonic Valley, which stretches
from New Milford, CT south to Stratford, CT.
“The lower Housatonic is more urbanized and is
connected to the Greater New York Area. The
portion of the upper Housatonic Valley study
area in Massachusetis is in the south and cen-
tral parts of Berkshire County. The northern
part of Berkshire County, including
Williamstowz, Adams, and North Adams, is
within the Hoosic River watershed and is not
included in the study area.

The regional planning agency for Berkshire
County is the Berkshire Regional Planning Com-
nuission, and the tourism industry is promoted
by the Berkshire Visitors Bureau. The upper
Housatonic Valley communities in Connecticut
are located in Litchfield County. Their regional
planning agency is the Northwest Connecticut
Council of Governments, and tourism in{erests
are promoted by the Litchfield Hills Visitors Bu-

8 Upper Housatonic Valiey National Heritage Area Study

_ Local Participation in the Study Process

reau. The upper Housatonic watershed has a
long-standing research and advocacy organiza-
tion called the Housatonic Valley Association.

In the course of this feasibility study, several ad-
ditional communities have requested inclusionin 3
the study area. The towns of Becket and '
Hancock, MA, and Colebrook, CT, have re-

quested that they be included in the proposed
national heritage area. Portions of Becket and

Hancock are focated in the upper Housatonic _
Valley watershed. These towns have institutions E |
that are thematically important to the rest of the
region. The Hancock Shaker Village, on the ]
Pittsfield/Hancock line, is a major museum of
Shaker culture. The Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festi-
val, in Becket, has been one of the leading

summer dance festivals in the country since its

founding in 1933. Colebrook, CT, is outside of
the upper Housatonic watershed, but it abuts the -
watershed and has an iron industry heritage in
common with northwestern Connecticut. The
Colebrook Forge used iron ore from the
Salisbury District and supplied tools for boring
cannon for the Continental Army during the

American Revolution.

The Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage
Area,; Tnc. (UHIVNHA), has served as the feast-
bility study’s local working group. UHVNHA
which has a large membership of organizations,
local governments, and individuals from
throughout the study area, was incorporated in
August 2000, This organization is proposed to be: -
the organizational entity to manage the Upper
Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area.
UHVNHA originated with the Tri-Corners His-
tory Council, which was formed in 1995 to help
develop a sense of regional identity and coordi- ¢
nate local historical and cultural activities in |

northwestern Connecticut, southwestern Massa- :
chusetts, and the bordering area of New York
(these communities are located within the
FHudson River Valley National Heritage Area,
which covers areas only within New York State). |

One of the initial projects of the Tri-Corners
History Council was to develop a tri-state Iron
Heritage Trail, which has identified over 100 iron!
industry sites in the region and has published a
trail map. This project was designated as an offi-
cial project of the federal “Save America’s :
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Beckley Furnace, East Canaan, CT

Treasures” program. A related project has been
preservation of the Beckley Iron Furnace (1847),
which is the State of Connecticut’s only “Indus-
trial Monument” The Tti-Corners History
Council also has placed new histeric markers in
the area, created the “Ethan Allen 'Trail” and
published the book Arsenal of the Revolution.

In 1999, the council estzblished the Upper
Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area As-
sembly to pursue creation of Upper Housatonic
Valley National Heritage Area to interpret the
full range of heritage themes in the region.

To obtain input for this Heritage Area Feasibility
Study, UHVNHA helped facilitate the participa-
tion of state and local officials, historians,
owners of historic sites, cultural organizations,
regional planning commissions, chambers of
commerce, local and regional environmental or-
ganizations, and other interested citizens, Many
of the persons and organizations have become
_members of UHVNHA. The group organized
many meetings and site visits and provided ex-
tensive published resources to the National Park

10 Upper Housatonic Valiey National Heritage Area Study

Service. UHVNHA co-sponsored with the Na-
tional Park Service a public workshop on the
region’s heritage themes that was held on No-
vember 17, 2001 The working group provided
critical input on such key issues as geographic
scope, interpretive themes, the roles of differen
ethnic groups in the region, and heritage preser
vation opportunities. UHVNHA also sponsore

a History Fair with local historical organization
focusing on the presence of Shays’ Rebellion in
the area. It organized a comimemoration in Gre
Barrington of the centennial of WE.B. DuBois’
classic The Souls of Black Folk and a weekend o
heritage walking tours for the fall of 2002. The
Housatonic Valley Association (HVA), serving i
a consultative role, gathered resource dataand
organized it into a Geographic Information Sys- ‘
tem (GIS) database and base map, which is at the;
end of this report. c
Representatives of the Mohican Nation, includjng
members of the Stockbridge-Munsee Band in
Wisconsin, attended the workshop and discussed
the importance of including the story of the '.
Mobhicans in the proposed national heritage area.
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Upper Housatonic Valley
National Heritage Area Description

" Geographic Area
"The Mohican family of the Algonkian Indians
named the river “usi-a-di-en-uk” According to
popular interpretations, the word has been con-
strued to mean “beyond the mountain place”
According to Mohican language scholar Lion
Miles, the term is closer to meaning “place of
stones,” basing his interpretation on the root
word in “Housatonic” meaning “stone”

The Housatonic River flows from three sources
in western Massachusetts. The main stem of the
Housatonic River is formed by the joining to-
gether of the East, West, and Southwest Branches
of the Housatonic River in the vicinity of
Pittsfield. The Hast Branch begins at Muddy
Pond in Hinsdale and Washington and flows ap-
proximately 17 miles, dropping 480 feet before
merging with the West Branch. Outflows from
Pontoosuc Lake in T.anesboro and Onoto Lake
in Pittsfield merge to form the West Branch,
which drops 140 feet before joining the East
Branch. The Southwest Branch originates at
Richmond Pond in Richmond. The confluence
of the three branches forms the headwaters of
the Housatonic River main stern, which flows in
a southerly direction 132 miles to its owtfall in
Long lsland Sound at Milford Peint in Connecti-
cut. The main stem of the river has an overall
drop of 959 feet.

"The Housatonic River and its tributaries drain a
watershed area of 1,948 square miles. The north-
ern boundary of the watershed is Mount
Greylock, the highest mountain in Massachu-
setts. From its headwaters flowing south toward

- Great Barrington, the valley is narrow and the
river flows quickly and makes several swift drops
in elevation. In this section there is a good deal
of commercial and industrial development. Be-
low Great Barrington, the valley flattens and
broadens to a width of about 14 miles. This re-
gion is rich in farmland. Through this section the
river flows more slowly, meandering through the
valley to Falls Village, CT. The sense of being in a
valley is strong. To the east, the Berkshire Platean
reaches 1,500 to 1,800 feet, and to the west the
"Taconic range reaches over 2,000 feet, with

Mount Everett, in southwestern Massachusetts,
rising to 2,606 feet.

As the Housatonic River moves into Connecti-
cut, the valley walls narrow dramatically, with
mountains rising to almost 2,000 feet (Bradford
Mourttain is 1,912 feet high). The river flows
through a much harder substrate consisting of
limestone, quartz, and granite, and the river bo
tom becomes much rockier. There are still som
areas of northwestern Connecticut where the
land is fertile and agriculture is practiced. The
valley creates a strong sense of enclosure,

The main communities of the upper Housatoni
Valley watershed are situated in the valley astrid
the river and connected by U.S. Route 7, the maj
north-south corridor in western New England.

Geology

It is believed that in its earliest manifestati(_m,
over 50 million years ago, the Housatonic River
was a straight flowing river, originating above th
Hudson Valley in New York State. The forces o
erosion caused the Hudson River to eventually iz
break through and capture the headwaters of th ;
Housatonic, leaving the Housatonic with its '
source originating in Massachusetts.

The basin geology is complex, reflecting the re-
sults of hundreds of millions of years of patural
processes. Most of the valley is underlain by
metamorphic rock, mainly gneiss and schist,
which was formed during the ancient collision
the North American continent with Europe and
Africa some 300 to 400 million years ago. The in

tense pressure of the collision hardened the roc_l(%; ‘
5

".and caused it to fold and fault. These rocks form

the steep mountains found in parts of the vall

Some portions of the valley, notably north of -
Falls Village and south of Cornwall Bridge, CT,
are underlain by marble. This area is known as :
the “Marble Valley” During the Paleozoic era,
seas covered a large portion of the valley, leaving

shells, and marine fossils, materials which later ! ‘
formed limestone. Metamorphism turned thig 2
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limestone to marble. Above the bedrock is found
glacial drift, comprised of the sand, silt, and

boulders. Melting glaciers spread the drift across

the terrain as they receded over 18,000 years ago.

Flora and Fauna

The upper Housatonic River watershed boasts a
diverse and abundant array of plant and wildlife
species. The watershed provides habitat for sup-
porting the survival of rare and endangered
species, as described in the Massachusetts Execu-
tive Office of Envirommental Affairs” BioMap:
Guiding Land Conservation for Biodiversity in
Massachusetts (2001). There are three ecosystems
in the upper Housatonic Valley: Western New

Deer on the Housatonic

England Marble Valleys, which covers the largest
part of the upper Housatonic Valley; Berkshire
Taconic Landscape, at the southwest corner of
Massachusetts and the northwest corner of Con-
necticut along the New York border; and Lower
Berkshire Hills. The Western New England
Marbie Valleys are home to more rare plant spe-
cies than any other eco-region in Massachusetts
(116 rare plant and animal species). Among the
most important critical habitats are the marble
ridges and ledges, caves, calcareous wetlands,
and lakes and ponds found in the central portion
of the watershed. Since the soil and surface wa-
ter is less acidic, these areas are rich in nutrients
and are especially suited to agriculture. The
Berkshire Taconic Landscape (48 rare plant and
animal species) is home to black bear, mink,
bobcat, fisher, and migratory songbirds. The
Berkshire Taconic Landscape contains one of

" the largest, healthiest, and most diverse forest

areas in southern New England. The Lower
Berkshire Hills ecosystem has 29 rare plant and
animal species in its forested towns situated at
1,000 to 1,700 feet.

Marble ridges and ledges, such as Bartholomew’s

Cobble in Ashley Falls, MA, the Great Falls area

in Canaan, CT, and the Bull’s Bridge area in
Kent, CT, are home to many types of uncommon
ferns. Caves, predominantly found in Salisbury -
are home to bats, invertebrates, and salamanders.
The wetlands are considered some of the best
global examples of calcareous or “sweet” water
wetlands, according to The Nature Conservancy.
The calcareous wetlands include Robbins
Swamp in Canaan, CT, and Beeslick Pond and
State Line Swamp in Salisbury, CT, which attract
an abundance of insects and game and non-
game bird species while supporting such diverse

National Park Service 13
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plant species as the spreading globe flower and
showy lady’s slipper. Hard-water lakes and
ponds; such as Twin Lakes in Salisbury and
Mudge Pond in Sharon, CT, provide the ideal
setting for many unique aquatic plants and algsl
and fish species.

Other habitats inchade floodplain forests, of which
only remnants remain from Falls Village to Kent.
High summits of windswept mountains dot the re-
gion. Sparsely vegetated with low-growing woody
and herbaceous plants, lichens, and mosses, they
suppori some species which are quite rare in south-
ern New Bngland. Black spruce bogs, such as
Bingham Pond in Salisbury and Spectacle Pond in
Kent, are poorly drained acidic wetlands with a
luxuriant cover of mosses, black spruce, and larch.
The bog areas are extremely fragite.

River Uses
The upper Housatonic River and its tributaries
have played a prominent role in the growth and
development of the valley land around them.
The earliest settlers, the Indians, arrived in the
Ared SOIMLe 10,000 years ago. They settled along
the river’s banks, farmed the river’s nutrient-rich
floodplains, and fished the river. The Mohicans
were the local tribe when the English arrived in
the 1720s and 17308. The English settlers made
agriculture the major activity throughout the val-
ley for much of the next century. It is still evident
today in the wide, fertile floodplain of south-
western Massachusetts and northwestern
Connecticut, During the 18th and 1gth centuries,
waterpower played an important role in the de-
velopment of industry throughout the valley.
Remnants of dams and mill races can still be
seen. In the northwest hills of Connecticut, high-
quality iron ore was abundant. The-cre was
smelted with limestone in blast furnaces, molded
into finished iron utensils, tools, and armaments,
and then cooled with river water. Many forests
were cleared to make the charcoal used as fuel in
‘the furnaces. The iron industry began in
Salisbury in 1734, and more than 4o blast fur-
naces were in operation from Lanesboro, MA, to
' Kent, CT, during the 1800s. The last furnaces
ceased operation in 1923.

The 1800s also witnessed extensive quarrying of
marble and limestone in the “Marble Valley” of
northwest Connecticut. Sheffield quarries pro-
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vided marble for the Washington Monument,
New York City Hall, and the Boston Custom
House. The Pittsfield region was the first area in
the nation to make paper for markets other than
its own. By the end of the Civil War there were at
least 28 paper mills in Berkshire County alone.
By 1850, most towns had small factories along the
upper Housatopic’s banks, using the river as
both a source of water for their manufacturing
or milling processes and a dumping ground for
their waste products. In 1930, W.E.B. DuBois, in a
speech in Great Barrington, chastised towns for
turning their backs on the Housatonic River:
“They have used it as a sewer, a drain, a place for
throwing their waste and their offal”

Industry polluted the river—iron, textiles, paper,

and Pittsfield’s General Electric plant. Discharges -

of PCBs {polychlorinated biphenyls) from the
General Electric plant have created major water
quality problems. PCBs, which remain in the
river’s sediment, can persist for decades and are
a cause for concern and continued remedial ac-
tion. The Federal Water Pollution Control Act
Amendments {rg72) and the Ciean Water Act
(1977) established a system for corntrolling river
pollutants by mandating removal of chemicals
from wastewater discharges.

Since the earliest colonial times, the river and its
tributaries have been used as a source of power.
The earliest dams were built to operate gristmills
and sawmnills, and later to turn furbines. During
the early 2oth century, hydroelectric power dams
were built in Great Barrington, Falls Village, and
Kent. Hydroelectric power generation on the up-
per Housatonic continues to this day.

River Protection and Management

A1g79 U.S. Department of the Interior study
found that the Housatonic River between the
Massachusetts border and the Boardman Bridge
in New Milford, CT, qualified for protection
under the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Sys-
tem. Despite the oppertunity for federal
designation, riverside communities in Connecti-
cut opted for local protection and established
the Housatonic River Commission. This com-
mission, which has representatives from each
participating town, has drafted a river manage-
ment plan and has advised on projects related
to the river’s protection and development.
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The Housatonic River Walk in Great
Barrington, MA, has recdaimed a
littered, long neglected riverbank

for public enjoyment. In 1930, W.E.B.
DuBois chastised local towns for
turning their backs on the Housatonic
River: “They have used it as a sewer,
a drain, a place for throwing their
waste and offal.”

Because of residential, commercial, and indus-
trial development, riverfront protection is even
more critical to ensure the continued enjoyment
of this beautiful river valley. In 1985, the upper
Housatonic Valley gained permanent' protection
for 1,800 acres of river corridor land between
Kent and Sharon through easements and acquisi-
tion by the National Park Service for the
Appalachian Trail.

Today, both states, several towns, and river-ori-
ented organizations, including the Housatonic

‘Valley Association, Housatonic River Restora-

tion, and Housatonic River Initiative, continue
efforts to maintain the beauty and natural diver-
sity of the river ecosystem. In 2002, the State of
Connecticut officially designated the Housatonic
Riverbelt Greenway. One project is assisting the
development of local riverfront plans, knitting
them together irsto a greenway of existing parks,
open space parcels, and trails within the river -
corridor. Towns that have developed or are in
the process of developing riverside greenways.
are: Hinsdale, Dalton, Pittsfield, Lee, and Great
Barrington. The restoration of Great Barrington’s
Housatonic River Walk, for instance, has in-
volved 1,500 voluniteers. A significant portion of
the Housatonic riverfront in Connecticut is
owned by subsidiaries of Northeast Utilities.
These undeveloped lands provide great environ-
mental and recreaticnal benefits. Local residents

are concerned that these areas remain under
conservation as the electric utility industry goes
through restructuring.

In recent years, the pollution of the Housatonic
River by PCBs released by General Electric’s
Pittsfield plant has spurred further river plan-
ning, with approximately $25 million being
spent in remediation efforts. A 1999 consent de-
cree provides for cleanup of the Housatonic
River and associated areas, cleanup of the Gen-
eral Electric plant in Pittsfield, and
compensation for natural resource damages.
The main issues are the schedule and compre-
hensiveness of the cleanup. Housatonic River
Restoration, Inc., a coalition of municipalities
and river advocates in Massachusetts, devel-
oped “The Housatonic River Restoration Plan”

. (1999) to guide restoration activities. Such resto-

ration projects could include improving water

quality and physical access to the river, building

trails and bikeways, and increasing appreciation

for the Housatonic’s historic role in develop-

ment of the region. Cleanup advocates believe -
that improving the environmental quality of the
Housatonic River will also have favorable eco-
nomic consequences. They are following W.E.B.
DuBois’s admonition from 1930 that “for this
valley the river must be the center, Certainly, it

P TR

is the physical center; perhaps, in a sense, the

]

spiritual center’
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Recreation

The Housatonic River has long provided bounti-
ful recreational opportunities for hiking,
camping, winter sports and water-based activi-
ties. The waters of the upper Housatonic River
provide excellent whitewater canoeing and
kayaking, Rattlesnake Rapids in Falls Village, the
covered bridge at West Cornwall, and Bull’s
Bridge in Kent offer challenging whitewater runs.
Flatwater canoeing is at its best in the gentler
currents found in southern Massachusetts and
Kent. Hikers may enjoy splendid views of the
river from the Appalachian Trail, which parallels
the river throughout the watershed. Fishing is a
major activity along the entire lengfh of the river
and its tributaries, Trout, bass, and perch sbound.
There is a g-mile “catch and release” trout man-
agement area between Shaton and Cornwall.

Current deliberations about re-licensing hydro-
power dams on the river could lead to different
flow conditions, which could change recreational
opportunities. Teday the river is impounded be-
hind dams, and the water is released to drive
hydropower turbines during times of peak
power demand. It is being proposed to allow wa-~
ter to run freely in the river. Alowing the river to
run freely could constrain white-water boating,
but could enhance fishing opportunities.

Skiing is another favorite recreational activity. Ski
resorts include Mohawk Mountain, in Connecti-
cut, and Butternut Basin, Bdsquet, Catamount,
Jiminy Peak, and Brodie Mountain, in Massachu-
setts. There are many trails available for
cross-country skiing. Salisbury is noted for its re-
gional ski jumping competitions.

Appalachian Trail in

the Upper Housatonic Valiey

Mokt of the Appalachian Trail in Connecticut
and Massachusetts lies within the upper
Housatonic Valley. The Appalachian Trail runs
along the river for 5 miles between Kent and
Cornwall Bridge, the longest stretch of river walk
betweean Georgia and Maine.

The National Park Service retains primary re-
sponsibility for acquisition, development, and
administration of the Appalachian Trail in con-
sultation with the Connecticut Department of
Environmentzl Protection, the Massachusetts

16 Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area Study

Department of Environmental Management, and
other state and local agencies. The Appalachian
Trail runs 45 miles in Connecticut and 83 miles in
Massachusetts. Besides the actual trail fself, the
NPS owns approximately 7,000 acres of Appala- .
chian Trail corridor lands in Connecticutand
protects hundreds of additional acres with con~
servation easements. In Massachusetts, the NPS
protects slightly less than half of the trail’s
length, with nearly ali the remaining mileage pre-

served by state parks. The NPS has delegated the

Appalachian Trail Conference day-to-day man-
agement of the trail, which in turn delegates local
trail maintenance respensibility to local chapters.
The Appalachian Mountain Club and its local
chapters also play a role in the trail’s maintenance.

The Appalachian Trail is the only NPS unit in the
upper Housatonic Valley, though the Appalachian
Trail has no administrative presence in the regiot.

Regional Economic Profile

The economy of the upper Housatonic Valley
cannot be easily analyzed as a cohesive whole
because the states of Massachusetts and Con-
necticut organize economic data in different
formats. The region’s economic data has to be
presented on a state-by-state basis.

In recent years, the Massachusetts part of the up- -

per Housatonic Valley around Pittsfield has
suffered economic woes from deindustrialization,
while the Conmecticut portion, in Litchfield '
County, has maintained a relatively stable
ecanomy. According to the 2000 census, the up-
per Housatonic Valley communities in Berkshire
County have a population of 90,210, Berkshire

County lost m5% or 17,000 of its population since

1970, while the state of Massachusetts grew by
8.5%. The biggest population losses were in the
Pittsfield Metropolitan Statistical Area. In con-
trast, the Great Barrington Labor Market Arca
poﬁulation grew by 11.5% during this period. Tn
fact, Great Barrington has emerged as the shop- -
ping, entertainment, and employnient hub for
towns in the southern Berkshires and northwest-
ern Connecticut—this demonstrates how
socioeconomic realities ignore state lines,

The number of workers in Berkshire County has.

decreased by 1w.5% since 1983. Much of this loss
has stemmed from cutbacks in the urban manu-
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Canoe Excursion

facturing sector. Berkshire County’s per capita
income (1997) is $27,200, which is $4,039 less
than the state average. Berkshire County ranks
roth out of 14 Massachusetts counties in per-
capita income.

Pittsfield, as the upper Housatonic Valley’s only
city, its center for industry. and the Berkshire
County seat, plays a pivotal role in the region’s
economy. Pittsfield has seen its industrial base
erode since the downsizing of General Electric
during the 1980s. The population of Pittsfield de-
clined from 57,020 in 1970 t0 45,793 in 2000, fora
0% decrease. Though thousands of jobs have
been lost at the Pittsfield General Electric plant,
ihere has been recent job growth in plastics and
applied technology.

The city is pursing strategies to making the tran-
sition to a more diversified economic base. Onee
demolition of superannuated General Electric
industrial buildings is complete, Pittsfieid will
have a 52-acre site available for economic rede-
velopment. The Berkshire Council for Growth, a
public-private partnership for promoting eco-
nomic development in the Pittsfield area, is

pursuing four goals: recruitment of skilled work-

ers, job retention, expansion of existing
businesses, and new business development. A

part of this effort is Berkshire Connect, a suc-

cessful program to upgrade the region’s telecom-
munications infrastructure and make it more
attractive to technology-oriented Husinesses. The
Comprehensive Fconomic Development Strat-
egy of the Berkshire Regional Planning
Commission expands upon these goals to em-
phasize promoting regional economic
cooperatiop, creating a stronger regional image,
and enhaﬁcing downtowns in the area.

According to the Berkshire Visitors Bureau,
Berkshire County receives $250 million in annual
tourism expenditures, not including day-trippers
and international visitors. There are approxi-
mately 3,370 employees in the tourism industry,
swhich produces $17 million directly in state and
Jocal hospitality taxes. Tourism accounts for 14%
of Berkshire County jobs, with retail {which is
related to tourism) having 13.6% of the jobs. In
FYz2000, Berkshire County municipalities col-
lected $4,425,000 in local lodging taxes, which
ranks well behind Gape Cod and Greater Bos-
ton, but ahead of such counties as Plymouth,
Hampden, Hampshire, Franklin, Bristol, and
Nantucket. The Berkshire Visitors Bureau esti-
mates that the region attracts 2.5 million visitors

. annually. The 1 largest cultural veriues attract 1.2

million visitors, with an annual economic impact
of $ro2 million. Tanglewood alone has an annual
economic impact of $60 million.

18 Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area Study




Great Upper Housatonic Cance Race

In the Cennecticut communities of the upper
Housatonic Valley, the population is 18,582
{2000 U.S. Census), virtually flat since rggo. It
has a work force of 12,000. Since this area is
mainly rural and has little industry, the
economy has been more stable. Important eco-
nomic sectors in the area include private
schools, self-employment, construction, gov-
ernment, and agriculture.

Tourism in northwestern Connecticut is a lead-

ing industry, even though there are no large-scale
tourist attractions in the area. Tourism data is not
broken out for the eight upper Housatonic Valley

. communities in Connecticut, so this study must

rely upon data from the Litchfield Hills Visitors
Bureau, which takes in 27 communities in North-
western Connecticut. One may extrapolate the
economic impact of tourism in the upper
Housatonic by assuming it to be roughly one-
quarter of the tourism impact for the entire
Litchfield Hills. The Litchfield Hills district has a
tourism industry of $267 million (zooo data)
with 5,221 jobs and $32 million in state and local
lodging taxes.

Local officials estimate that between one-third
and one-half of visitors to the Upper Housatonic
Valley come from the New York City area, mak-
ing up the largest contingent of vacationers.

Greater Boston does not provide as many visi-
tors, although it is located a little over two hours
away and the Boston Symphony Orchestra makes
its summer home at Tanglewood in Lenox. Visi-
tors staying at Jodgings made up 24% of visitors;
campgrounds made up 14%; 46% stayed with
friends and relatives; and 16% were day-trippers.

Surveys by the Litchfield Hills Visitors Bureau in-
dicate that the main reasons tourist visit the
region are culture'/heritage, romance, and “to
take a breale” A State of Connecticut- sponsored
study (zooo) confirmed these findings when it
learned that Northeast urbanites particularly
value the upper Housatonic Valley for getaway
vacations and its natural, cultural, and recre-
ational qualities. This study also found that
tourism industry businesses in the upper
Housatonic Valley want to develop more events
to extend the tourism season beyond the May-
October high season. Surveyed businesses desire
improved signage and more cooperative adver-
tising programs.

Besides the positive impact from increased tour-
isma, the upper Housatonic Valley regards
heritage area designation as making the area
more desirable to live in. Improving the region’s
image and quality of life can attract new busi-
nesses, entrepreneurs, and skilled workers.

Naticnal Park Service 19
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“I thank you for your
easy-flowing long letter
(received yesterday)
which flowed through
me, and refreshed all my
meadows, as the
Housatonic— opposite
me—does in reality.”
Letter from Herman Melville to
Nathaniel Hawthorne,

july 22, 1851

Key Interpretive Themes Relating to the Nation’s and

the Region’s History

"The research and planning process for this study
has developed four major themes which tell the
story of the upper Housatonic Valley. These heri-
tage themes reflect events and movements that
have been important in American history. These .
themes were intensively discussed at the Upper
Housatonic Valley Heritage Themes Workshop,
held at the Norman Rockwell Museum in
Stockbridge on November 17, 2001, and at board
meetings of the Upper Housatonic Valley Na-
tional Heritage Atea, Ine. A number of site visits
and an extensive array of published materials
also informed the development of these themes,

The heritage themes for the proposed Upper
Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area reflect
a strong “sense of place” Several works argue for
the region’s independent spirit, including Chard
Powers Smith’s The Housatonic: Puritan River
(1946) and Richard D. Birdsall’s Berkshire
County: A Cultural History (1959), which ex-
plained how the region’s relative remoteness led
it to develop a unigue cultural identity during the
18th and 1gth centuries. The unifying element of
three of the major heritage themes described be-
low is the landscape. The iron industry located
in the upper Housatonic Valley because of high-
quality iron ore deposits. Both the iron and
paper industries, as well as agriculture, con-
sumed the trees and produced widespread
deforestation, The same landscape maintained
scemic rural qualities that attracted writers, art-
ists, musicians, and vacationers, making it
America’s leading cultural resort. In seeking to
preserve and cultivate scenery that would appeal

_to visitors, citizens of the valley undertook ex-

tensive and influential conservation and
beautification efforts. An extended essay “Explo-
ration of Heritage Themes of the Upper
Housatonic Valley” is provided as Appendix L

A. Cultural Resort

“The upper Housatonic Valley is noted for a
long-standing literary tradition, the work of
prominent artists and architects, and world-class
music, dance, and theater. The area’s narural
beauty has long attracted artists and those inter-
ested in cuiture. Herman Melville wrote Moby

20 Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area Study

Dick while living in Pittsfield, and Nathaniel

Hawthorne wrote House of the Seven Gables at
Stockbridge. Other important authors who lived
or vacationed and wrote in the region were
Oliver Wendell Holmes, St., Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, early American novelist Catharine
Maria Sedgwick, Edith Wharton, James Thurber,
and Georges Simenon. Prominent artists, whose
work is exhibited at local museums, include
sculptors Daniel Chester French, Henry Hudson
Kitson, and Norman Roclowell. Alexander
Calder, Jasper Johns, and illustrator Eric Sloane
also worked in the area.

The upper Housatonic Valley also attracted the
interest of the Hudson River School of artists,
who were painting dramatic landscapes in the
scenic valley just west of the upper Housatonic.
Thomas Cole, Frederic Church, John Kensett,
and Asher B. Durand each painted scenes of the
upper Housatonic Valley between the 18305 and
the Civil War. The painters and writers promoted

Nathaniel Hawthorne and Herman Melville met at a picnic
on Monument Mountain in 1850. The mountain has been
conserved by the Trustees of Reservations since 1899,
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Herman Melville wrote Moby Dick
at this writing table at Arrowhead,
Pittsfield, MA.

Boston Symphony Orchestra music
director Serge Koussevitzky estab-
lished the B50% summer home at
Tanglewood in 1936. He is pictured
with his protégé and Tanglewood
favorite, Leonard Bernstein.

the region’s reputation as a pastoral Arcadia
where one could pursue a life of culture in har-
mony with nature (see the catalogue for the 1990
painting exhibit at the Berkshire Museum,
Mauteen Johnson Hickey and William T. Oedel,
A Return to Arcadia: Nineteenth Century Berk-
shire County Landscapes). Many artists and
craftspeople continue to work in the upper
Housatonic Valley, as is evidenced by the multi-
tude of galleries and studios.

The pattern at many resorts has been for artists
to discover and publicize the place, then wealthy
vacationers and the middle-class. During the late
19th century, New York business magnates built
over 75 lavish estates around Lenox and
Stockbridge, Over time, the wealthy familics be-
came patrons of the arts, particularly in the field

of music. Wealthy patrons, a growing audience of

vacationers, and the region’s beauty attracted
many musicians and artists to the upper
Housatonic Valley.

During the 20th century, the upper Housatonic
Valley became the country’s preeminent summer
classical music resort, with the establishment of
Tanglewood (summer home of the Boston Sym-
phony Orchestra), Music Mountain, the Norfolk
Music Festival, the South Mountain Concerts,
the Aston Magna Festival, the Berkshire Choral
Testival, and other venues. Composer Charles
Ives celebrated “The Housatonic at Stockbridge”
in his piece “Three Places in New England”

Theater has been represented by Shakespeare &
Company, the Berkshire Theatre Festival, and
Tri-Arts at the Sharon Playhouse. The Jacob’s
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Pillow Dance Festival has been the foremost in-
ternational summer dance festival in the country
for many years. The upper Housatonic Valley
draws leading performers from New York and
Boston. Berkshire County promotes itself as
“America’s Premier Cultural Resort” Although
there ave many summer cujtural festivals and art-
ist colonies across the United States, none has
the reputatién or concentration of cultural ven-
ues of the upper Housatonic Valley.

B. Shaping a Scenic Landscape

The upper Housatonic Valley is noted for its sce-
nic landscape. Its development as a rural resort
relied on both outstanding natural qualities and
cultural values that influenced appreciation and
preservation of the scenery.

During the 18th century, English settlers treated
the landscape in a utilitarian manner. The En-
glish introduced a land use ethic that partitioned
land for individual ownership and was more
exploitive of natural resources than the Indians
were, according to William Cronon’s Changes in
the Land. By the early 18c00s, much of the area,
including many hilltops, had been cleared for
farming. The iron industry required extensive
tree-cutting to make charcoal to fuel the iron
furnaces. After the Civil Wat, when the paper-
making industry started to use wood pulp asa
raw material, that industry put further pressure
on wood resources. In 1850, 75 percent of the
region was deforested, while today 75 percent of
the land is covered with trees.

Even though much of the region’s forest was
cleared, artists and vacationers were starting to
prize the upper Housatonic Valley for its scenic
quelities. The rural landscape was an antidote to
the urban hurly-burly of New York and Boston.
After the Civil War, the newly rich built ostenta-
tious summer estates, particularly in Lenox and
Stockbridge, which imposed a formally planned
aesthetic upon the landscape. Noted architects
designed these “cottages” in various historic re-
vival styles. They included Stanford White
{Naumkeag, Stockbridge Casino), Richard
Upjohn {Highwood), Guy Lowell (Spring Lawn),
Carrere and Hastings (Bellefontaine, Brookside),
and Peabody and Stearns (Blm Court Wheatleigh).
Alfredo S.G. Taylor designed several notable va-
cation estates in Norfolk, CT, around the turn of




the twentieth century. Frederick Law Olmsted’s
firm designed the grounds of several estates
to create dramatic vistas of the surrounding
hills and valleys. Landscape architect
Fletcher Steele’s “Blue Stairs” (1926} at
Naumkeag was one of America’s first mod-
ernistic landscape designs.

Despite the lavish manicured estates, the rustic
landscape of the upper Housatonic Valley forms
the essence of the area’s image. In order to pre-
serve and enjoy the region’s landscape, wealthy

residents established extensive nature preserves
on large tracts of land they had purchased.
Land was cheap because farmers had aban-
doned farmsteads that were no longer
competitive with Midwestern farms. Large de-
forested patches had lost their economic value.
Stockbridge’s David Dudley Field, Jr., during
the 1.8705, built carriage drives on Monument
Mountain that encouraged the general public to
enjoy mountain scenery. Secretary of the Navy
William Whitney created an enormous game
preserve in Lee, Lenox, and Washington, with a
landscape plan by Olmsted’s firm.

By the early 20th century, when the income tax
and a changing economy forced wealthy famj-
lies to give up their estates, several of these
areas became state parks and forests. The con-
servation movement was underway, and state
governments were starting to restore extensive

natural laildscapes, including October Moun-
tain State Forest (Whitney’s game preserve) and
Beartown State Forest (once part of the estate

of engineer Fredrick Pearson). Connecticut

state parks that have similar histories include
Dennis Hill (belonging to New York surgeon
Dr. Frederick S. Dennis), Kent Falls, Macedonia
Brook, Mohawk Mountair, and Campbell Falls
{contributed by the White Memorial Founda-

‘tion). State parks and private conservation

easements protected Mount Riga, which had
once been home to the iron industry. Yale pro-
fessor Robert Gordon has told much of this
story in A Landscape Transformed: The

Tronmaking District of Salisbury, Connecticut.

The environmental movement of the last 30
years has strengthened the interest in conserva-
tion and spurred scores of creative conservation
projects across the upper Housatonic Valley wa-
tershed. Environmentalism has also reinforced
the region’s efforts at scenic beautification.

Stockbridge originated the movement for com-
munity beautification when it established the
nation’s first village improvement society, the
Laurel Hifl Association, in 1853. The village im-
provement movement, which eventually spread
across the country, sought to beautify village
landscapes through plantings and other public
amenities. Stockbridge became an icon of the
American small town when Norman Rockwell

moved there in the 19505 and used it as the sub-

o,

Stockbridge, MA, established the first
Village Improvement Society, the Laurel
Hill Association, in 1853. The trees
planted on Main Street were a result of
the Association's efforts. Note the Red -
Lion Inn on the left in this 1897 scene.
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Right: The iron industry in the Upper
Housatonic Valley lasted from 1735 un-
til 1923. One of the major mines was
located at Lakeville, CT, seen in 1900.

Above: All that Is left today of iron
manufacturies, are the stone furnaces
themselves. The wooden buildings
around the furnaces, such as Richmond,
MA, Furnace {(1890), were demolished.

ject of many of his best-known works. The
Norman Rockwell Museum, in Stockbridge, pro-
motes popular perceptions of the area as a true
slice of Americana.

The Jacob’s Ladder Scenic Byway (U.S. Route
20), which runs through Lee and Becket, became
the country’s first modern mountain crossing for
automobiles, when it was paved in 1910 and
dubbed the Jacob’s Ladder Trail. The Jacob’s
Ladder Trail was the idea of wealthy Lenox sum-
mer resident Cortland Field Bishop, of The
Winter Palace, who wanted to make the 1,775-
foot summit passable for motorists.

The Appalachian Trail, which stretches the
length of the upper Housatonic Valley in Con-
necticut and Massachusetts, was laid out
between 1928 and 1935. The Appalachian Trail is
the country’s foremost regional hiking trail and
the model for the National Scenic Trail system.
Ffforts to clean up the [Housatonic River and
make its banks available for public enjoyment,
dating to the 1940s, rank among the oldest river
protection initiatives in the country. These ef-
forts have combined to make the upper
Housatonic Valley one of the best-conserved and
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most beautiful regions in the East, solidifying its
position as a premier resort area.

C. Cradle of Industry

‘Two of America’s earliest industries had a con-
spicuous presence in the upper Housatonic
Valley. The iron industry began to develop in
the Salisbury District (northwestern Connecti-
cut, southwestern Massachusetts, and 2 bit of
bordering New York) in the r730s, drawn by the
presence of high-grade iron ore. Forges and fur-
naces manufactured cannons and supplies for
the Continental Army during the American
Revolution, making the upper Housatonic im-
portant to the independence effort.

‘Eighteenth-century British mercantile laws con-

strained ironmaking in America (trying to force
Americans to send raw pig iron to England to
be manufactured into finished products and
then sold back to the colonists), so the iron in-
dustry of the upper Housatonic Valley may have
supported political independence in order to
obtain economic independence. The connec-
tion between mercantile constraints on the
iron industry and revolutionary politics de-
serves further research as an element of the

proposed heritage area.




The region’s iren industry manufactured all sorts
of armaments, train wheels, and tools during the
1g9th century. The construction of the Housatonic
Railroad in the 1840s facilitated industrial devel-
opment in the upper Housatonic Valley. After the
Civil War, the region’s industry became less com-
petitive. The last iron furnace closed in 1923.

Papermaking began in 1801 with the founding of
Crane & Company in Dalton. Crane & Company
still manufactures paper used for U.S. currency.
By the 1840s, the southern Berkshires was the
center of the country’s paper industry. Although
America’s first wood pulp paper eperations
started in Curtisville and Tee, the region has
been best known as the home of fine stationery
paper. Dard Hunter’s artisanal papermaking en-
terprise at Lime Rock in the late 1920s and 19308
hélped inspire the rebirth of the craft of making
paper by hand in this country.

William Stanley demonstrated the first successful
aiternating current (AC) transformer, which fa-
cilitated long-distance electrical transmission, in
Great Barrington in 1886. Four years later he
opened a factory in Pittsfield that became a ma-
jor manufacturer of electrical generation
equipment. In 1894, Stanley demonstrated the
first long-distance (over seven-and-a-half miles)
fransmission of alternating current in Great
Barrington. General Electric bought out
Stanley’s firm in 1907. During World War II, the
plant employed as many as 14,000, GE’s Pittsfield
plant remained a major electrical equipment pro-
ducer until deindustrialization commenced in
recent years. The Pitisfield GE plant was also the
site of important innovations in plastics, particu-
larly the development of Lexan, a virtually
unbreakable plastic resin used in automobiles,
airplanes, and construction materials.

Prior to establishment of Stanley’s factory, the
leading Pittsfield industry was the manufacturing
of woolen textiles, with mills dating back to the
early 1g9th century. An early Pittsfield innovation
was a woolen carding machine.

D. The Revolutionary War Era and the

Development of Democracy

The upper Housatonic Valley was the site of sev-

eral important events at the time of the American
_Revolution and the founding of the Republic.

The Sheffield Declaration, an early petition of

grievances against British rule, was drafted at
Colonel John Ashley’s House (a museum main-
tained by the Trustees of Reservations) in 1773.
An early act of resistance against British rule oc-
curred in r774, when an armed mob of farmers
closed the court at Great Barrington, Militias
from Ethan Allen’s original home in northwest-
ern Connecticut joined the “Green Mountain
Boys” in their capture of Fort Ticonderoga dur-
ing the Anierican Revolution in r775. General
Henry Knox hacled the captured British cannon
from Ticonderoga across the Berkshire Hills
(along modern-day Massachusetts State Route 23
or the Knox Trail) to Boston, where they were
used to drive out the redcoats in 1776. The
Salisbury iron industry provided 75 percent of
the cannons and other armaments to the Conti-
nental Army, as has been described in Edward
Tales, Jr’s book Arsenal of the Revolution (1976).
Also supplying Continental troops during the
Revolution was a large leather goods commissary
operating in Richmond.

After the Revolution, a deep economic depres-
sion and extensive mortgage foreclosures
spawned Shays’ Rebellion in western Massa-
chusetts. There were battles and other incidents
at Sheffieid and Stockbridge. Shays’ Rebellion
was the most important of the backcountry up-
heavals that swept the country during the early
years of the nation. The rebellion in western
Massachusetts persnaded many Americans of
the need to adopt a stronger federal govern-
ment and the U.S. Constitution. Edward
Bellamy, who later wrote the utopian novel
Looking Backward, wrote the novel The Duke of
Stockbridge (1879) about Shays’ Rebellion. It was
serialized in The Berkshire Courier. The book
depicts the differences in social classes that
were central to the uprising, even to the point
of presenting the rustic dialect of the rebels as
almost a separate language.,

When the Massachusetts State Constitution
(1780), which was the world’s first written con-
stitution and a model for the U.S. Constitution,
asserted that all men are created “free and
equal;” Sheftield black siave Elizabeth Freemén
{(“Mumbet”) brought a legal claim to obtain her
freedom from her master Colonel John Ashley.
The courts granted her freedom. This led to
Massachusetts being the first state to abolish
slavery, in r783.
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Famed civil rights
leader W.E.B. DuBois
{1868-1963)} was born
and raised in Great
Barrington, MA. He
called the Housatonic
the “golden river.”

BlackHorilage US4

Other slaves who obtained their freedom at this
time were African-American soldiers who fought
in the Continental Army. A nunber of them lived
in upper Housatonic Valley towns, including a
maternal ancestor of pioneer civil rights leader
WE.B. DuBois (1868-1963), who was born and
raised in Great Barrington. Unfortunately, no
buildings where DuBois lived survive, DuBots
wrote The Souls of Black Folk and helped found
the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored Peopte (NAACP).

E. Additional Heritage Themes

The uppér Housatonic Valley has other heritage
themes that are important to its regional devel-
opment. At the time of European colonization,
the Mohicans were sparsely settled in the upper
Housatonic (the Mohicans inhabited the upper
Hudson and upper Housatonic Valleys). The
meeting of the Indian and English cultures and
subsequent Mohican migration to the Midwest
reflected aspects of the frontier experience that
played out across the country. There is a current
resurgence of interest in Mohican culfure and
the Stockbridge-Munsee Band reconnecting with
its original community.

Western Massachusetts and upper New York
State were hospitable to the Shakers, who were
one of 1gth-century America’s best-known
communitarian sects, The Hancock Shaker Vil-
lage is one of the coumtry’s foremost interpretive
sites of Shaker culture. There was another Shaker
settlement in Tyringham.

Relation to the National Park Service
Thematic Framework

The four primary heritage themes of the upper
Housatonic Valley fit with the revised “Themati¢
Framework” (http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/
thematic.html) that the National Park Service
adopted in 1994 for interpreting the role of his-
toric sites in American history. The National Par -
Service has identified eight major historic theme |
that cover the full span of our nation’s history. €
these, the upper Housatonic Valley’s heritage re
sources fit mainly into the following NPS
categories:

1) Expressing Cultural Values
(Cultural Resort)

2) Transforming the Environment
(Shaping a Scenic Landscape)

3) Developing the American Economy
{Cradle of Industry)

4} Shaping the Political Landscape; Creatit
Social Institutions and Movements
(Revolutionary War Era and Developme:
of Democracy).

The stories of the Mohicans and the Shakers
would fit under the NPS thematic categories of
(1) Peopling Places and (2) Creating Social Insti
tutions and Movements.

As regards suitability for designation, the upper
Housatonic Valley interprets a range of themes -
that are not interpreted by other national
heritage areas.

View of Great Barrington, 1849, painting by Henry Antonio Wenzler
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“We mean to work... till Art combined

with Nature shall have rendered our

town the most beautiful and attractive

spot in our ancient commonwealth.”

Mary Hopkins Goodrich, on founding the Laurel Hill

Society in Stackbridge, 1853 _

Seulptor Henry Hudson Kitsen used Santarella, in Tyringham, MA, as his studio in the 19305 & 40s. The wooden shingle roof is designed to resemble a thatched cottage.
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Evaluation of the Proposed Heritage Area
According to Federal Criteria

When new National Park Service units are being
considered for designation by Congress, the NPS
examines their significance, suitability, and feasi-
bility. In the case of this study, the federal Upper
Housatonic National Heritage Area Study Act of
2000 stipulates eight criteria for analyzing, docu-
menting, and determining the upper Housatonic
Valley’s significance, suitability, and feasibility to
become a national heritage area.

The significance analysis examines the proposed
heritage area in light of the National Park Service
definition of a national heritage area, which “is a
place designated by Congress where natural, cui-
tural, historic and scenic resources combine to
form a cohesive, nationally distinctive landscape
arising from patterns of human activity shaped
by geography. These patterns make National
Heritage Areas representative of the national ex-
perience through the physical features that
remain and the traditions that have evolved in
them. Continued use of National Heritage Areas
by people whose traditions helped to shape the
landscapes enhances their sigrﬁﬁcance.”

The suitability analysis considers whether a spe-
cific type of resource is already adequately
represented in the national park system. For
heritage areas, suitability analysis analyzes the
type, quality, and quantity of resources within
the study area.

The question of feasibility is pertinent to estab-
lishment of a national heritage Area. Feasibility
analysis considers the size and configuration of
the proposed area, the participation of local
heritage, cultural, and environmental groups, ox-
ganizational requirements, project costs, and
local support for the federal designation.

‘The analysis of the following eight criteria stipu-
lated in the Upper Housatonic National Heritage
Area Study Act of 2000 provides the material for
evaluating whether the proposed Upper
Housatonic Va]léy National Heritage Area is suit-
able and feasible for federal designation:
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1. Has an assemblage of natural, historic, and
cultural resources that together represent
distinctive aspects of American heritage
worthy__‘of recognition, conservation,
interprétation, and continuing use, and ate
best managed through partnerships among
public and private entities and by combining
diverse and sometimes noncontiguous
resources and active communities.
The upper Housatonic Valley is noted for the
natural beauty of its river valley and hills. It had
an American Indian presence until the
Stockbridge-Munsee community of Mohicans
left the Berkshires for New York State in 1783.
The upper Housatonic Valley was considered a
wilderness situated between the Connecticut
and Hudson Valleys for decades after the first
European settlement. There is evidence of Dutch
settlers moving in from the Hudson as early as
the 1690s. English settlers from Massachusetts
and Connecticut started establishing communi-
ties in the area in the r720s. The region
participated in the nation-making events of the
American Revolution and Shays’ Rebellion. Its
iron and papermaking industries played an early
rele in the Industrial Revolution.

The beautiful scenery and distinctive local cul-
ture have attracted many visitors. First came
writers like Henry Wadsworth Longfellow,
Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and
Qliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. Then came wealthy
industrialists like George Westinghouse, Andrew
Carnegie, the Vanderbilts, and the Whitneys.
They built opulent “cottages” with as many 100
rooms, Today, many of those mansions have be-
come museumns and resorts for middle-class
vacationers. Some of the wealthy summer resi-
dents created large estates that became
conserved open space and state parks in the 2oth
century. This environmental conservation has
ensured that the region’s scenic beauty can be
enjoyed by all. The early vacationers also estab-
lished such cultural shrines as Tanglewood,
Music Mountain, the Norfolk Chamber Music
Festival, the South Mountain Concerts, and the




“Il'was born by a golden
river and in the shadow
of two great hills.”

W.E.B. DuBois, Darkwater

Scene on the Housatonic River, 1880, by Arthur Parton

Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival. Today the Berk-
shire Visitors Bureau touts its region as
“America’s Premier Cultural Resort”

The upper Housatonic Valley has 24 historical
and cultural museums, with 16 in Massachusetts
and 8 in Connecticut. There are several existing
heritage trails that indicate the historic signifi-
cance of the upper Housatonic Valley and the
potential for further heritage trail development:
the Tri-Corners Ethan Allen Trail—historic sites
connected with Fthan Allen and the establish-
ment of the region’s iron industry; Connecticut’s
Northwest Corner Iron Industry Heritage Trail;
the Herman Melville Trail—focusing on his
Pittsfield home, Arrowhead {National Historic
Landmark}, where he wrote Moby Dick.

Other national histeric landmarks in the study
area are In Massachusetts. They include: The
Mount, Lenox, the summer home of novelist
Edith Wharton whose novels Ethan Frome and -
Sumtmer were set in the Berkshires; Mission
House, Stockbridge, a 1739 mission to convert lo-
cal Indians to Christianity; Crane and Couipany
Old Stone Mill, Dalton, the papermaking mu-
seum at the oldest active paper company in the
country and manufacturer of the paper for U.S.
currency; the site of W.E.B. DuBois’s boyhood
home in Great Barrington.

The upper Housatonic Valley study area has a
dense concentration of significant 18th- and
rgth-century architecture. The Connecticut sec-
tion has 50 sites and g historic districts on the
National Register of Historic Places, and the
Massachusetts section has over 7o sites and ¢
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historic districts on the National Register of His-
toric Places. (See Appendix II for a full list of
National Register sites.) Almost every town has a
traditional town center with a white clapboard
meetinghouse, town hall, library, green, and his-
toric commercial and residential structures. Even
a city like Pittsfield has a traditional New En-
gland-style center at Park Square. Pittsfield
boasts Wahcanah Park, a baseball park opened
in 1919 which has hosted minor league baseball
virtually continuously to the present-day Berk-
shire Black Bears, of the Northern League.

One of the major concerns of residents and vaca-
tioners alike is that the upper Housatonic Valley
can maintain its traditional small-town character
in the face of creeping commercial and residential
sprawl. Since the area’s population has not grown
in recent years, the area has been more successful
than other places in controlling growth.

Focal libraries have extensive resources on local
history. The Berkshire Athenaeum, in Pittsfield,
has special resource rooms for Herman Melville
and local authors. The ample presence of mate-
rial culture is also demonstraied by the dense
concentration of antique shops in the region,
particularly along U.S. Route 7 in Sheffield.

Most of the Appalachian Trail in Connecticut
and Massachusetts lies within the upper
Housatonic Valley. The Appalachian Trail is an
outstanding natural and recreational resource
that follows the course of the upper Housatonic
watershed. The National Park Service owns ap-
proximately 7,000 acres of Appalachian Trail
Corridor lands in Connecticut and protects hun-
dreds of additional acres with conservation
easements. In Massachusetts, the NPS protects
land abutting slightly less than half the trail’s 83
miles, with nearly all the remaining mileage pre-
served by the Commonwealth. Members of the
Upper Housatonic Vailey National Heritage
Area, Inc. have identified “ghost fown” locations
near the Appalachian Trail, at Bull’s Bridge, Falls
Village, Mount Riga, and other sites, that could
be turned into an intriguing “ghost town” trail.

The upper Housatonic Valley is distinguished by
several national natural landmarks, including
Bartholomew’s Cobble, Sheffield, MA, the great-
est natural concentration of ferns in the United
States; Beckley Bog, Norfolk, CT, the most
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southerly sphagnum-heath-black spruce bog in
New England; Bingham Poud Bog, Salisbury, CT,
an extremely rare, undisturbed cold Northern
spruce bog; and Cathedral Pines, Cornwall, CT,
the largest stand of old-growth white pine and
hemlock forest in New England.

Surprlsmgly, the upper Housatonic Valley hasa
number of “ia.rge elm trees that have survived
Dutch elm disease. The Majestic Elm Trail has _
over 50 major elm trees between Sharon, C1T. and '
Dalton, MA. The presence of the magnificent
shade trees has inspired an organization, Elm
Watch, of Great Barrington, MA, to protectre-
maining elms and promote planting of
disease-resistant elm specimens.

The natural environment of the upper :
Housatonic Valley is well preserved by many con-
servation areas managed by the states of ;
Connecticut and Massachusetts and various land 1
trusts and nonprofit organizations. Tens of thou- .
sands of acres are under conservation.
Connecticut has several state parks and forestsin
the region, including Housatonic Meadows, Kent
Falls, Macedonia Brook, Carapbell Falls, Dennis
Hill, Haystack Mountain, Lake Waramaug,
Algonquiﬁ, and Mohawk. The Massachusetts
state parks and forests include Bash Bish Falls,
Beartown, Jug End, Mount Everett, Mount Wash-
ington, Pittsfield, Wahconah Falls, and Ociober
Mountain. Several of these state parks and forests |
have significant resources built by the federal Ci- ;

. vilian Conservation Corps during the 1930s, Wthh

have been inventoried by the Massachusetts De-
partment of Environmental Management.

'There are Massachusetts Audubon Wildlife -
Sanctuaries in Pittsfield (Canoe Meadows, which ¢
is on property once owned by writer Oliver -
Wendell Holmes, Sr.) and Lenox (Pleasant Vai-
ley). The National Audubon Society has two
nature sanctuaries in Sharon, CT. The Trustees of2
Reservations, of Massachusetts, manages six na-
ture conservation areas, including Monument
Mountain, Tyringham Cobble, and '
Bartholomew’s Cobble. The Nature Conser-
vancy has extensive holdings in the southwest
corner of Massachusetts and the northwest cor-
ner of Connecticut, which it calls the Berkshire :
Taconic Landscape and considers one of the :
“Last Great Places” Iis holdings include Mount
Plantain Preserve, Tatkon Preserve, and the i
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In 1734, Reverend John Sergeant
established a mission to Christianize
the Indians in Stockbridge, MA. The
Mission House is a museum today.

Roger and Virginia Drury Preserve. The Berk-
shire Taconic Iandscape is renowgned for its very
old second- growth forests and remnants of
stands between 300 and 500 years of age.

The high quality of the upper Housatonic Valley’s
natural and built landscapes, however, cannot be
taken for granted. Local citizens express a desire
to ensure that new development complements the
existing environment. A pational heritage area
designation could support future historic and en-
vironmental preservation efforts,

2. Reflects traditions, customs, beliefs, and

folklife that are a valuable part of the

national story.
The upper Housatonic Valley is a distinctive re-
gion of New England located at the western edge
of Massachusetts and Connecticut. Because of
its physical remoteness from Boston and Hart-
ford, beyond a 30-mile-wide range of high hills, it
was settled by Buropean colonists a few decades
after the coast and the Connecticut and Hudson
River Valleys. There was a Christian Indian mis-
sion tows in Stockbridge between 1734 and 1783,
when the Stockbridge Community moved to
New York State. According to archaeologist
Timothy Binzen, of the University of Massachu-
setts-Amherst, 218 Indian archaeological sites
have been identified in 43 communities in the
upper Housatonic Valley. The settlements were
in the valley lowland. Binzen points out that ar-
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chaeologists have never systematically surveyed
these Indian sites. They were discovered haphaz- 1
ardly, and many sites may have been destroyed
by modern development. There is an extensive
amount of interest in researching and interpret-
ing the story of the Mohican Indians in this area
led by the Native American Institute at Colum-
bia-Greene Community College, in nearby
Hudson, New York.

The region’s remoteness led its residents to think
of themselves as living in a place apart. Shays’ J
Rebellion, the post-American Revolution agrar-
ian revolt of 1787 that influenced the U.5.

Constitution, was based in part on the antipathy
between western Massachusetts farmers and
Boston’s moneyed interests. The area’s remote
situation attracted the Shakers to establish settie- |
ments in the rural communities of Hancock and
Tyringham. The Hancock Shaker Village demon- &
sirates Shaker crafts and serves food based on
Shaker fecipes.

Chard Powers Smith’s The Housatonic: Puritan
River (1946) argued that the two-state region
developed a particular culture and landscape.
Richard D. Birdsall’s book Berkshire Connty: A
Cultural History {1959) explained how the
Berkshire County (Massachusetts) portion of
the upper Housatonic Valley developed a
unique identity during the 18th and early 19th
centuries based upon rural religious conserva-
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The Shakers had a settlement in
Hancock, MA, between 1783 and
1260. This Round Stone Barn pro-
moted efficient dairying.

tism and populist politics. Other works de-
scribing the special regional characteristics of
the upper Housatonic Valley include the
Works Progress Administration’s (WPA) guide
The Berkshire Hills (1939), Roderick Peattie’s
The Berkshire: The Purple Hills (1948), and the
WPA guide Connecticut: A Guide to Its Roads,
Love, and Peaple (1939).

The upper Housatonic Valley also had influences
from bordering New Yorlk State, Great
Barrington native W.E.B. DuBois commented in
bis Autobiography: “Physically and socially our
commurity belonged to the Dutch valley of the
Hudson rather than to Puritan New England?”
The north-south orientation of the Housatonic
Valley channeled traffic to New York City. The
Berkshire pap ermakirig industry, which started
in 1801, relied upon New York City for its raw
materials—rags—and its fina! customers. The
construction of the Housatonic Railroad, which
connected Pittsfield with Bridgeport and New
York City during the 1840s, linked the upper
Housatonic Valley more closely with New York.
During the late 19th and 20th centuries, New
York inteliectuals, tycoons, and the middle class
made the region a popular cultural resort.

Because of its relatively rural character, the up-
per Housatonic Valley has been able to maintain
its distinct identity. The lack of a major north-
south superhighway has minimized urbanization

and the metropolitan sprawl of New York. The
comparatively low level of development pressure
bas helped communities retain the historic quali-
ties of their buildings and landscapes.

The cultural life of the region has produced a
fradition that has attracted writers, artists, musi-
cians, and actors decade after decade. The
writings of Catharine Maria Sedgwick, Herman
Melvilie, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edward Bellamy,
and Edith Wharton created a tradition of re-
gional literature anthologized in The Berkshire
Reader: Writings from New England’s Secluded
Paradise (editor Richard Nunley). Shakespeare &
Company mount well-regarded productions of
the “Bard of Avon” and stages works based on
the lives and writings of Berkshire-related au-
thors, including dramatic adaptations of Edith
Wharton’s Ethan Frome and Susmer. :
Shakespeare & Company is planning the world’s
first historically accurate reconstriaction of the
Rose Playhouse (1587) for its grounds. Summer
musical performances have become important
regional traditions. A pre-concert picnic on the
lawn at Tanglewood, the summer home of the
Boston Symphony Orchestra, is considered one of
the region’s essential summer rituals. Folksinger
Arlo Guthrie celebrated Late Sixties Stockbridge
in his famous album “Alice’s Restaurant” He con-
tinues to hold summer folk concerts at the
Guthrie Center, in a deconsecrated Episcopal
church in Great Barrington.
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Bellefontaine was built as a “cottage”
in 1897, copying the Petit Trianon at
Versailles. Today it is Canyon Ranch
health resort in Lenox, MA.

The connection of the area to 19th-century
wealthy vacationers centinues. Not only are
many of the elaborate “cottages™ celebrated and
reused, the nickname of the Lenox High School
athletic teams is the “Millionaires.” In recent
years, Lenox has revived the “Tub Parade,” a late
rgth-century tradition of wealthy people closing
the sutumn resort season with a parade of
flower-bedecked carriages called “tubs” Mem-
bers of the Colonial Carriage Driving Society
drive restored antique carriages.

3. Provides outstanding opportunities to

conserve natural, historic, cultural, and/or

scenic features.
One of the primary benefits of a heritage area
designation would be strengthening a sense of
regional identity, which, in turn, highlights the
important historic stories and resources of the
area. This creates support for preservation and
better coordination between communities and
institutions go that they are more effective and
less isolated.

The upper Housatonic Valley has done an
excellent job of conserving the natural environ-
mexnt with state, local, and private nonprofit
preserves. The evidence is abundant in the
region’s scenic landscape. Nevertheless, develop-
ment pressures create new conservation needs,
especially open space protection. Cleaning uip the
Housatonic River is a costly, long-term challenge.

The historic and cultural heritage of the upper
Housatonic Valley has potential for further pres-
ervation and creative interpretation. Yale
University historian Robert Gordon, in his book
Industrial Heritage in Northwest Connecticut,
stated the difficulty of visualizing the true ap-
pearance of the region’s iron industry. The
remmants of 6 of 44 furnaces still exist; 4 either
have been restored or are in the restoration pro-
cess. The associated industrizl buildings that
originally surrounded the furnaces are no longer
standing. The State of Connecticut has made a
commitment to restore the old office building at
the Beckley Furnace as an information center for
the Iron Heritage Trail. Several other furnace res-
toration and archaeological investigations
connected to the iren industry are also under-
way. The preservation efforts connected with the
heritage area effort could help improve public

. appreciation of the industrial sites and the de-
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pendence on fuel, mineral, and energy résources.
This project also could spur the excavation of
the Colebrook Forge, which was used during the
Ammerican Revolution.

A prime opportunity for increased historic pres-
ervation and interpretation is at the industrial
structures in Pittsfield. For most of the 20th cen-
tury, General Electric had a major presence in
Pirtsfield, manufacturing electrical transformers

and plastics. Most of those operations have been

closed in recent years, and the city’s economy
has suffered commensurately. Industrial build-
ings and artifacts are an untapped resource for
community and economic development. At this
point, little historical research has been done on
Pittsfield’s industrial sector, including the textile
mills that flourished between early 1gth century
and World War II. Such research could provide
the foundation for the heritage area to make im-

portant contributions to Pittsfield’s preservation.

Susan Eisley, Executive Director of the Berkshire

Historical Society at Arrowhead, has reported

that the historical society has a large collection of 1

artifacts that it cannot exhibit for lack of ad-
equate display space. The historical society is
seeking to build new exhibit space at Arrowhead
or acquire space elsewhere in the county. The
heritage area designation could help promote an
interest in regional history and develop venues,
including joint facilities, for exhibiting valiable
historic artifacts.

Recognizing that local history has probably not
received the interpretation that it warrants, the
Berkshire Historical Society is seeking to under-
take a review of local history interpretation at
historical museums and societies across the
county. This project could help identify projects
to be undertaken under the herifage area pro-
gram. Much of the tourism emphasis in the
region is on the performing arts, with historical

- landmarks and themes receiving less attention.

The heritage area designation could change this,
helping to promote increased historic preserva-
tion and interpretation, enhancing regional
pride, and developing a more varied array of
tourism opportunities.

There are many historic preservation projects
underway in the upper Housatonic Valley that
could benefit from the publicity and heightened




“The foliage having its
autumn hues, Momument
Mountain looks like a
headless sphinx, wrapt in
a rich Persian shawl”
Nathaniel Hawthome, Journal, 1850

Axchitect Stanford White designed

MNaumkeag, in Stockbridge, MA, for
Attorney Joseph Hodges Choate in
1886.

cominunity support generated by heritage area
status. These projects include the rehabilitation
of the Colonial Theater in Pittsfield and com-
memoration of the site of country’s first wood
pulp grinder mill in Curtisville. Venfort Hall, a
decaying Lenox mansion owned by Sarah Moz-
gan, J.P. Morgan’s sister, is being restored as the
Museum of the Gilded Age. In the late 1990s,
Ventfort Hall was saved from demolition, used
for a setting in the flm The Cider House Rules,
and is an intriguing preservation work in
progress. The site of W.E.B. DuBois’s boyhood
home in Great Barrington, a national historic
landmark, has only a marker, The site’s owner,
the University of Massachusetts, and historic
groups in Greater Barrington are undertaking a
project that would more effectively interpret the
life and work of DuBois. The extensive historic
preservation and arts activities in the area has at-
tracted a local community of fine artisans in such
areas as woodworking, bricklaying, plastermg,
and landscape gardening,

The Falls Village-Canaan Historical Society is re-
storing the Falls Village Depot. The Berkshire
Scenic Railway Museum, which operates short
excursion trains out of the Lenox station, is in-
terested is extending its trips along the old
Housatonic Railroad line and upgrading its inter-

pretation of railroad history in the region. Some
suggest restoring the recently fire-damaged
Canaan railroad depot as a railroad museum.
The Williams River Trail Association is seeking to

develop a recreational-heritage trail along the old
rail bed of the first railroad line in the Berkshires,
which connected iron mines and marble quarries
of West Stockbridge with Hudson, New York.

The North West (Connecticut) Council of Gov-
ernments is applying to extend the Scenic
Highway designation of U.S. Route 7, which is
currently applied to a small portion between
Cornwall Bridge and West Cornwall, to the full
stretch between Kent and the Canaan-North
Canaan border.

Althougl{ the upper Housatonic Valley is not
undergoing the rapid growth of other areas of
the country, the region still has concerns about
preserving the traditional landscape and con-
taining unwanted sprawl. Local residents
recognize that protecting the integrity of the
region’s “sense of place” is fundamental to
community pride and economic well-being.’
Both Massachusetts and Connecticut have state
watershed protection programs focused on the
upper Housatonic that promote innovative land
use and conservation efforts. Some in the area
have explored how the upper Housatonic can '
take advantage of the programs of the Green
Valley Institute, which has been established by
the Quinebaug-Shetucket Nauonal Heritage
Corridor and the University of Connecticut Ex-
tension Service. The Green Valley Institute
works with local communities on preserving
open space and containing unwanted sprawl.
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4, Provides outstanding recreational and

educational opportunities.
The upper Housatonic Valley provides extensive
educational opportunities for the arts
and history, The many historical and cultural
sites already described offer extensive opportu-
nities for education, particularly for grades K-12.
As one of the foremost cultural resorts in the
country, the region has first-class musical pro-
grams at Tanglewood and its Berkshire Music
Center, Music Mountain, the South Mountain
Concerts, the Norfollk Music Festival, the Berk-
shire Choral Festival, the Aston Magna Festival,
the Berkshire Mountain Music Festival, and the
Berkshire Opera Company. The Jacob’s Pillow
Dance Festival, in Becket, is the country’s fore-
most international dance festival. The Albary
Berkshire Bailet performs in Pittstield. The pub-
fic can find excellent dramatic offerings at
Shakespeare & Company and the Berkshire The-
atre Festival, among other venues. Arts
programming and education is provided at the
Berkshire Museum, Norman Rockwell Museum,
Chesterwood, and other art galleries. Numerous
historical buildings, such as the 1804 South
Canaan Meetinghouse, offer annual programs of
history talks and concerts.

Fly Fishing on the Housatenic River, West Cornwall, CT
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As for institutions of higher education, the upper
Housatonic has Simon’s Rock College of Bard
College and Berkshire Community College in
Massachusetts. Berkshire Community College
offers extensive year-round Elderhostel pro-
grams that emphasize the region’s culiural
offerings. There are numerous high-quality pri-
vate preparatory and public schools. An unusual
educational resource is the National Archives
and Records Administration Silvio O. Conte
Center in Pittsfield, which allows the public to
search genealogical and other federal records on
microfilm.

Members of the Upper Housatonic Valley Na-
tional Heritage Area, Inc. have indicated that
there are several topic areas that appear promis-
ing for further research and interpretation
because of both their important content and lo-
cal interest in the topic. They include further
research into history of local African Americans
{a substantial portion of the Glory Civil War regi-
ment came from the Housatonic Valley), local
educational institutions (first school for Ameri-
can Indians, at Cornwall, established prep
schools, early regional high schools), the region’s
religious history from 18th-century Puritan or-.




thodoxy through revivalism to abolitionism and |

social reform, and the role of local communities
and individuals in World War 1T (Tri-Corners
History Council has collected dozens of oral
histories). There also are opportunities for co-
ordinating a regional database cataloging local
photographic collections and folk art collec-
tions and developing educational materials for
grades K-12 on such ocal history topics as reli-
gion, medicine, and women and the home. This
would involve breaking new ground in re-
searching local history.

There are extensive recreational opportunities
in the region. The Housatonic River itself of-
fers many places for fishing and boating,

- particularly whitewater kayaking, Currently,

the river’s dams are undergoing relicensing
under the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC). One proposed management alter-
native would be to allow the run of the river,
meaning that water would no longer be im-
pounded behind dams and released at pre-
determined times. Some environmentalists and
fishermen advocate for this. The end of sched-
uled releases, however, could adversely affect
kayaking and canoeing. The water in the river,
especially during relatively dry seasons, would
be inadequate to accommodate recreational
boating. If the run-of-the-river alternative
were adopted, boating could stili take place in
some areas of the river.
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ski jumping competitions have been taking place
at Salisbury, CT, for decades.

There are numerous lakes and ponds in both
Connecticut and Massachusetts that are suitable
for swimming, The many country roads provide -
places for biking. The extensive state parks, pri-
vate nonprofit nature preserves, and walking
trails along the Housatonic River provide vir{u-
ally unlimited opportunities for hiking,

The segment of the Appalachian Trail in the up-
per Housatonic Valley offers a particularly rich
opportunity for éﬁcperiencing the region’s natural
and cultural resources. Appalachian Mountain
Club Director of Conservation Peg Brady has
written that the Appalachian Trail would be a
“key feature” in an Upper Housatonic Valley
Heritage Area because “In Connecticut, much of
the trafl runs along the Housatonic River and in
Massachusetts the southern half of the Appala-
chian Trail is within the watershed of the upper
Housatonic Valley” The Connecticut section of
the trail in Sharon and Kent is the longest
“riverwalk” on the entire Appalachiari Trail. An-
other series of scenic hiking trails in the area
traverses the Taconic Range, situated along the
New York-Massachusetts border. They are the
Taconic Crest Trail, Taconic Skyline Trail, and
South Taconic Trail. Each state park in Massa-
chusetts and Connecticut has trails for hiking.
The Connecticut state parks each offer public
walks on National Trails Day in early June. The
extensive network of trails in the upper
Housatonic Valley will enable the area to be part
of the New England Greenway Vision Plan, the
country’s first multi-state regional greenway net-
work. It is being promoted by the American
Society of Landscape Architects.

There are various cross-country ski facilities and
downhill ski facilities at Bosquet Ski Area,
Pittsfield; Catamount Ski Area, South Egremont;
Jiminy Peak, Hancock; Ski Butternut, Great
Barrington; Mohawk Mountain, Cornwall..

5. Contains resources important to the
identified theme or themes of the study area
that retain a degree of integrity capable of
supporting interpretation.
There are severa! themes that have been identi-
fied as important to the heritage of the upper
Housatonic Valley. For each theme there are
many resources that are capable of interpreting
those themes, as is described below.

National Park Service 37



Daniel Chester French (1850-1931),
sculptor of the Lincoln Memorial
“Seated Lincoln,” spetit many sum-
mers working at his Chesterwood
studio in Stockbridge, MA.

A. CurruraL RESORT .

LITERATURE AND ART-—There are several museums
and historic houses dedicated to writers and art-
ists. Arrowhead, in Pittsfield, was the home of
novelist Herman Melville between 1850 and 1863,
Melville wrote Moby Dick there. The Mount; af
Lenox, was novelist Edith Wharton’s summer
house and an embodiment of the design prin-
ciples she espoused in her book The Decoration
of Houses. The Norman Roclowell Museum,
Stockbridge, provides a comprehensive collec-
tion of Rockwell’s paintings and illustrations.
Daniel Chester French’s Chesterwood, in
Stockbridge, exhibits the sculptor’s work as well
as that of contemporary artists. Architect Henry
Bacon, who collaborated with French on the
Lincoln Memorial, designed Chesterwood.
Sculptor Henry Hudson Kitson's house
Santarelia, Tyingharm, displays his work. The
Freylinghuysen Morris House & Studio (consid-
ered one of the first Modernist structures in
New England), Lenox, shows the work of ab-
stract modernists Suzy Freylinghuysen and
George L.K. Morris. The Sloane-Stanley Mu-
seum in Kent displays the work of illustrator Eric
Sloane. The Berkshire Museum, in Pittsfield, is a
comprehensive regional museum with cfferings
in painting, natural science, history, and cinema.

CULTURAL PERFORMANCE VENUES—The upper

Housatonic Valley has a number of world-
class cultural institutions led by Tanglewood,
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" classical designs. Lenox’s Ventfort Hall, which

~ house that was turned into a summer retreat by

summer home of the Boston Symphony Orches-
tra. Music Mountain has been a preeminent
summer chamber music festival since 1930, and
today it also offers jazz performances. Pittsfield’s
South Mountain Concerts have been offered at
the Temple of Music since Elizabeth Coolidge
initiated them in 1018. Various classical music se- =
ries (today, the Norfolk Chamber Music Festival) =
have been offered on the Stoeckel-Battell Estate, 7
in Notfolk, since 1899, The Jacob’s Pillow Dance
Festival hosts a prestigious schedule of dance
éompanies from arcund the world at a land-
mark-status rustic campus in Becket. The
Berkshire Theatre Festival has operated at
Stanford White’s Stockbridge Casino for many
vears. Shakespeare & Company has produced
Shakespearean plays and other drama in Lenox
since the late 1970s.

B. SzaPiNG A SCENIC LANDSCAPE

There are extensive examples of nature conser-
vation, including state parks and private '

conservation areas, as well as the Appalachian &
Trail. See the descriptions of important natural - :

resources in preceding Section 3, Upper
Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area De-
scription, and Section 4, Key Interpretive
Themes Relating to the Nation’s and the Region’s
History (B. Shaping a Scenic Landscape), For the
most part, the conservation history of these sites
is not interpreted, cultural resources are not em-
phasized, and connections are not made with
other sites in the region. The Heritage Area pro-
gram could tap the interpretive potential of the
state parks and private conservation areas.

Carol Owens’s book The Berkshire Cottages
{1984) explained that of the approximately 75
summer estates built by wealthy families in the

late 19th and 20th centuries in the upper

Housatonic Valléy, a large number survive, Jo-
seph Choate’s Naumkeag House & Gardens,
Stockbridge, is a Stanford White designed mas-
terpiece open to the public, Edith Wharton's
recently restored home The Mount, in Lenox,
was influential in turning American taste away
from heavy, ornate Victorianisin to lighter, more

was owned by J.P. Morgan’s sister, is being re-
stored and made into the Museum of the Gilded
Age. The Merwin House, a museum in
Stockbridge, is an example of an 1820s farm-
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“The Mourit was to give
mie country cares and

~ joys; long happy rides

and drives through
wooded lanes of that
lovliest region, the com-

panionship of a few

dear friends, and the

. freedom from trivial

obligations which was

- mecessary if I was to go

on with my writing.”
Edith Wharton,

A Backward Glance

wealthy New Yorkers. Other remaining mansions
include resorts or inns at Blantyre, Fastover,
Cranwell, Wyndhurst, Wheatleigh, Orleton, Pine
Acre, and Bellefontaine {Canyon Ranch health
spa). The Berkshire Scenic Railway Museam,
Lenox, interprets the story of the Housatonic
Railroad, which opened the area up to resort de-
velopment in the mid-igth century.

The jacob’s Ladder Scenic Byway (U.S. Route
20}, which runs through Lee and Becket (outside
of the upper Housatonic Valley, the route also
traverses Chester, Huntington, and Russell), was
part of the first stagecoach turnpike (1800) that
linked Boston with Albany. It became the
country’s first modern mountain crossing for au-
tomabiles, when it was paved in 1910 and dubbed
the Jacob’s Ladder Trail. The Jacob’s Ladder Trail
was the idea of wealthy Ienox summer resident
Cortland Field Bishop, of The Winter Palace,
who wanted to make the 1,775-foot summit pass-
able for motorists. The steep incline of the road
in Becket was called Jacob’s Ladder because its
mountainside switchbacks resembled ladder
rungs reminiscent of the Biblical vision of Jacob
envisioning a ladder to heaven (a large rock at
the bottom on the incline was called Jacob’s Pil-
low, which has giveh its name to the famed
summer dance festival).

C. CRADLE OF INDUSTRY

Iron InpusTRY—Northwest Connecticut was the
heart of the Salisbury District of ironmaking. Of
44 iron furnaces operating in the upper
Housatonic Valley between 1735 and 1923, por-
tions of six furnaces remain. The Beckley
Furnace State Park, East Canaan (operated 1847-
1918) is the best preserved iron furnace,
Connecticut recognized the importance of the
Beckley Furnace when it designated it the state’s
only Industrial Monument and appropriated
funds for its preservation. The Holley-Williams
House Museum, Lakeviile, at the center of the
Lakeville National Historic District, tells the
story of the area’s leading iron-making commu-
m“Ey The Amesville Ironworks Trail, at the Great

Falls of the Housatonic in Canaan, tells the story

of the demolished Civil War-era cannon factory.
The Lime Rock National Register Historic Dis-
trict, the home of the Barnum Richardson
Company, which manufactured railroad car
wheels, has several well-preserved buildings. All
these sites are linked by the Iron Heritage Trail.

The Connecticut Antique Machinery Associa-
tion Museum, Kent, includes the Mining and
Mineral Museum, which explains the history of
iron mining in the region. Also at this site is the
Kent Iron Furnace (1826-1892) and the Sloane-
Stanley Museum, which includes an outstand-
ing collection of Early American iron tools and
the studio of artist and Americana-coliector
Eric Sloane.

Parer INnDUSTRY—The oldest active paper com-
pany in the country is Crane and Company,
which still makes the paper for U.S. currency.
Crane’s Old Stone Mill Rag Room, Dalton, is a
papermaking museum that is a national his-
toric landmark. There are many otlier paper
mills and paper industry sites in the region that
could become elements of a Paper Industry
Heritage Trail.

Erecrrical Ganeration InpusTRY—The foremost
zoth-century industry in the region was General
Electric’s manufacturing of electrical generation
equipment in Pittsfield. This industry originated
with-William Stanley’s first successful demon-
stration of an alternating current (AC)
transformer in Great Barrington in 1886. Besides
its advances in electrical equipment, General
Electric also made important innovations in.
plastics at Pittsfield. The dowmsizing of General
Electric since the 1980s has hurt the local
economy, and PCBs released by the plant have
poliuted the Flousatonic River. The full history
of the electrical equipment industry in the region
hasyet to be told. The electrical industry has the
potential for becoming an important part of the
heritage area. Many of the historical structures at
the Pittsfield General Electric plant still stand,
though General Electric is demolishing some of
the vacant buildings and cleaning up toxic
wastes. It will provide Pittsfield a 52-acre site for
future economic development.

D, THE RevorutioNary War Era AND THE
DeveropMENT oF DEMOCRACY

The Upper Housatonic Valley has an extensive
collection of historic buildings dating as far back
as 1735, when English settlement began in the
area. The historic town centers have a plethora
of meetinghouses, commons, houses, and public
buildings, many of which are on the National
Register of Historic Places. There are three cov-
ered bridges in the region—the West Cornwall
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Covered Bridge, Bull's Bridge in Kent, and the
Sheffield Covered Bridge. Historic houses from
the period that are open as museums include:
Bidwell House, a 1750 parsonage in Monterey;
the 1735 Colonel John Ashley House, in Sheffield,
which was one of the first houses in Berkshire
County and the site of the drafting of the
Sheffield Declaration of 1773; the Revolutionary
War-era Dan Raymond House, in Sheffield; and
the-Gay-Hoyt House, of the Sharon Historical
Society, which was built in 1775 by Colonel
Fhenezer Gay, who was commander of Sharon
Militia at Saratoga.

E. Apprrional HERITAGE THEMES

Momrcan Inpisn HerrraGe—Stockbridge’s Mis-
sion House was the home of Reverend John
Sergeant, who oversaw a mission to convert local
Indians to Christianity starting in 1734. This was
a center for a Christian Indian commumity wntil it
departed to the west in 1783, eventually relocat-
ing to Wisconsin as the Stockbridge-Munsee
Band of Mohican Indians. The Mission House
has an exhibit on the local Mohicans. An Indian
burial site, with a marker erected by the Laurel
Hill Association in 1877, is located in Stockbridge.
Archaeological sites exist in the area, but are not
stitable for public visitation.

Suarer Currtre—The well-preserved Hancock
Shaker Village community existed from 1783 antil
1960, when it closed. Hancock Shaker Village is a
museum that interprets Shaker history and dem-
onstrates crafts.

6. Includes residents, business interests,

nonprofit organizations, and local and

state governments who are involved in

the planning, have developed a conceptual

finandal plan that outlines the roles for all

‘participants, including the Fedéral Govern-

ment, and have demonstrated support for

the concept of a national heritage area.
The Upper Housatonic Vailey National Heritage
Area, Inc. is a nonprofit organization incorpo-
rated in 2000 in order to promote the develop-
ment of the upper Housatonic Valley as a na-
tional heritage area. UHVNHA had its origins
with the Tri-Corners History Council, which was
formed in 1995 to coordinate local historical and
cultural activities in northwestern Connecticut,
southwestern Massachusetts, and the adjacent
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area of New York. The Tri-Corners History :
Council initiated efforts to seek national heritage ¢

area designation in 1999.

Since then, UHVINHA has taken the lead, devel-
oping a board of directors, a board of advisors, :
and a broad-based membership of culturaland =
environmental organizations, local communities,
civic orgafiizations, and interested individuals. |
UHVNHA members include the Appalachian
Trail Conference, Appalachian Mountain Club,
Housatonic Valley Association, Housatonic River
Commission, Housatonic River Restoration, ;
Berkshire Natural Resources Council, Massa-
chusetts Audubon Society, and Trustees of
Reservations. Over 70 organizations in the region
have endorsed the heritage area idea and become 3
members of UHVNIIA (see Appendix V). The
Litchfield Hills Tourism Bureau has expressed its
support. Boards and commissions in over 20 cit-
ies and towns and Mayor Sarah Hathaway of
Pittsfield have expressed their support. State leg-

islators and agency officials in both Connecticut
and Massachusetts support the heritage area.

UHVNHA has distributed newsletters to organi-

zations and individuals throughout the upper
Housatonic Valley. The Heritage Themes Work- .
shop, organized by the group and held in

November 2001, atiracted a large and enthusias-
tic riumber of participants.

UHVNHA already has identified four informa-
tion center locations for distributing brochures.
They are at existing cultural sites: Arrowhead,
Pittsfield; Norman Rockwell Musewm,
Stockbridge; the Academy Building of the
Salisbury Association, Salisbury; and Sloane-
Stanley Museum, Kent.

There is significant support for the heritage area
concept because it complements the local
econémy, which is heavily reliant on tourisrm,
education, the arts, farming, and certzin types o
marfacturing. A heritage area would enhance
the quality of historical, cultural, and natural at-
tractions and increase connections among them.
(There is a widespread acceptance by local inter-
est groups that the natural environment, the arts, -
and local history are inextricably linked.) The
Heritage Area could promote conservation of
historic and natural resources and provide new
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activities for people living and vacationing in the
region. These amenities could attract businesses
and individuals to an area that is seeking fo en-
hance its economny. Sintce the region already has a
substantial tourism industry, the heritage area
program would not be expected o significantly
expand the tourism sector. But it would enhance
the visitor experience being offered.

Qther heritage area goals expressed by partici-
pants in the planning process include:
strengthening the region’s identity; increasing
public awareness of local history and the need
for preservation; encouraging research on local
history and its incorporation into the educational
curriculum; enhancing the quality of community
character. The proposed heritage area could re-
new a sense of public “ownership” of the
long-polluted Housatonic River, forge partner-
ships between neighboring communities in
Connecticut and Massachusetts, and control de-
velopment pressures. An increased appreciation
of the historical impact of the electrical industry
and other heritage themes could enhance
Pittsfield’s self~understanding, its community im-
age, and its capacity for future development.

Even though the upper Housatonic Valley is not
seeking a substantial increase in tourism from a
heritage area—local citizens have voiced con-

cerns that a new national herjtage area not in-
duce impacts.that could damage existing
communities or natural resources—visitation
would most likely increase to some degree.
Heritage initiatives could increase lengths of
stay and spending patterns, since heritage tour-
ists tend to spend more, stay in hotels more -
often, visit more destinations, and stay longer
than other typés of tourists.

The Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage
Area already has a strong collaborative tradition
in the area that it can benefit from. The chief ex-
ecutive officers of 13 leading cultural institutions
in the Berkshires, the Berkshire Cultural Strate-
gic Planning Committee, have met monthly for
years to discuss cormmon issues. The public rela-
tions officers at 47 cultural and historic
organizations have met as the Cultural Alliance.
These organizations are helping develop the pro-
posed heritage area.

The Upper Housatonic National Heritage Area
couwld draw upon a large base of volunteers. Asa
retirement and second-home area, the upper
Housatonic Valley has many people with the “
time and interest to commit to serving nonprofit
cultural ventures. Hundreds of volunteers al-

" ready serve the historical, cultural, and

environmental sites described above. Many have

Norman Rockwell's Studic has been incarporated into the Norman Rockwell Museum, Stockbridge, MA.
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expressed interest in the heritage area concept,
believing that it can bolster the activities of their
respective institutions.
The involvement of Connecticut and Massachu-
setts state environmental and historical officials
points out that a heritage area can promote and
take advantage of various state programs, includ-
ing open space acquisition, trails development,
brownfields redevelopment, environmental edu-
cation and planning, water poliution cleanup,
and historic preservation programs.
7. Has a potential management entity to
work in partnership with residents, business
interests, nonprofit organizations, and focal
and state governments to devefop a national
heritage area consistent with continued local
and state economic activity.
The Upper Housatonic Valley National Heri-
tage Area, Inc. has been developing the
capacity to manage the proposed national heri-
tage area. The organization has undertaken
extensive outreach to nonprofit organizations,
local and state government, economic develop-

ment groups, and Jocal residents that is evident .

from its widespread membership. Its active
board of directors and board of advisors rep-
resent a broad cross-section of regional
interests. With a membership of more than 7o
private institutions, including most of the lead-
ing cuitural and civic organizations in the
region and most of the municipalities,
UHVNHA has the capacity to convene most
of the region’s major players. The UHVNHA
board has indicated a willingness to enlarge it-
self to include new interests and partners that
have been identified during the study process.
To serve as the management entity for the na-
tional heritage area, UHVINHA has been
increasing its institutional capacity by working
on a long-range financial plan and planning to
hire a professional executive director.

The management organization would be respon--
sible for preparing a heritage area plan,
establishing priority actions, conducting public
meetings regarding planning and implementa-
tion, and implementing the plan in partnership

with others. It would have legal authority to re-
ceive federal furnds, disburse federal funds to
other organizations and units of government, ac-
count for federal funds received and disbursed,
and enter into agreements with the federal gov-
ernment and other organizations.

8. Has a conceptual boundary map that is

supported by the public.
The study area map that shows the conceptual
boundaries of the f)roposed Upper Housatonic
Valley National Heritage Area may be found on
page 9. It has been dev.eloped in Geographic
Information Systern (GIS) format by the
Housatonic Valley Association and the National
Park Service. The original study area for the
proposed Upper Housatonic Valley National
Heritage Area consists of 26 communities
stretching from Kent, CT, to Dalton, MA. The
upper Housatonic Valley has long had an envi-
ronmental, economic, and social cohesion, even
though it covers two states. The Upper
Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area, Inc.,
which has been promoting the heritage area con-
cept for several years and has undertaken
extensive outreach across the region, has found
that basing the proposed heritage area bound-
aries on the watershed boundaries makes sense.

In the course of this feasibility shudy, several
communities have made a case for expanding
the original proposed heritage area boundaries.
Additional towns seeking inclusion in the heri-
tage area are Becket and Hancock, MA, and
Colebrook, CT. Becket and Hancock are partly
located in the upper Housatonic Valley water-
shed and have institutions that are reflective of
the major heritage themes. The Hancock Shaker
Village, on the Pittsfield-Hancock line, is a ma-
jor museum of Shaker culture. Jacob’s Pillow
Dance Festival, in Becket, has been one of the
leading caltural institutions in Berkshire Coun-
try since its founding by Ted Shawn in 1933.
Colebrook, CT, is outside of the upper
Housatonic watershed, but it abuts the water-
shed. Colebrook has a significant iron industry
site that ties it to the Salisbury (CT) District
iron industry that supplied the Continental
Army during the Revolutionary War.
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Appendix I: Exploration of the Heritage Themes of
the Upper Housatonic Valley

During the 1940s, one of the most popular publishing projects was The Rivers of America series. In-
cluded in the classic series was Chard Powers Smith’s The Housatonic: Puritan River (1946). The
Housatonic told the story of a river valley that maintained “the beauty of the landscape, the strong in-
tellectual tradition, and the stable agrarian economy” in the face of industrialization and
urbanization. Smith recognized that the landscape of this regmn of western New England had pro-
duced a distinct history and culture.

The upper Housatonic Valley has alse been prized for its natural beauty. Considered part of the
Litchfield Hills in its Connecticut section and part of Berkshire County in Massachusetts, the upper
Housatonic Valley has captivated vacationers, writers and artists, and local residents with its mean-
dering river, scenic mountains, and resonant cultural associations.

The upper Housatonic Valley’s natural beawty and rich heritage are products of an evolution that re-
flects human economic choices and cultural values. The watershed event in the region’s development
was European settlement. There is evidence of Dutch settlers moving over from the Hudson Valley to
the area around Egremont, Mount Washington, and Canaan in the 1690s. Widespread English settle-
ment started in the 1720s. Before this period the landscape was lightly used by the relatively small
number of American Indians who Hved in the region. The Mohicans, who were driven into the
Housatonic Valley in the 17th century from their home in the Hudson Valley by their enemies the
Mohawks, considered the Housatonic Valley to be “sacred” English settlement brought a new ap-
proach to the land—partition it into individually owned parcels and aggressive economic exploitation
of natural resources. The ecology of New England changed with the introduction of European plants,
animals, pathogens, and humans,

Englisk colonization began in the upper Housatonic Valley as the frontier became more sectire from
the French and their Indian allies. The first colonists settled in Sheffield in 1726. In order to secure the
allegiance of Mohicans in their struggle against the French, the English established a mission town-
ship in Stockbridge, MA, in 1734, to Christianize the local Indians. Reverend John Sergeant’s
congtregation included both Indians and English settlers. Chief Konkapot’s conversion was influential
in the development of this congregation. During the ry50s, noted Calvinist theologian Jonathan
BEdwards led the congregation after he was relieved of his duties in Northampton. Here he wrote his
classic theological treatise The Frezdom of the Wil '

After the victory of the British over the French at Quebec in the French and Indian War in 175 9', the
western New England frontier became secure from Indian attacks. Engiish settlement gained mo-
mentum in the upper Housatonic Valley and the Stockbridge Indians became marginalized. In 1761,
Massachusetts established Berkshire County to administer the growing settlements. After the Ameri-
can Revolution, the Indians living in Stockbridge retocated to Oneida territory in upper New York
State. In the early rgth century they moved once again to Ohio and later to Wisconsin, where the
Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohican Indians still lives. The 18th-century Indian community in
Stoclcbridge is commemorated at the Mission House (currently maintained as a museum by the Trust-
ees of Reservations), which Reverend Sergeant built for his family in 1739. Inr 1752, 2 reservation was
established in Kent, which still exists as the Schagticoke Reservation, though & has undergone many
vicissitudes. In the 18th century, Moravians operated a Christian school for Indians there.

The towns established in the upper Housatonic Valley during the 18th century were founded around
the Puritan-Congregational church. The white-clapboard meetinghouses are the lasting physical em-
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The Stockbridge Indian Monument
marks the tribal burial place. The Indi-
ans left Stockbridge for the West in

- 1783. The Stockbridge-Munsee Band
is settled in Wisconsin today.

bodiment of these communities. Lining town greens alongside colonial- and federai-era houses, the
meetinghouses continue to convey the image of the traditional New Fngland town.

The independent Spirit of the Upper Housatonic Valley

The upper Housatonic Valley has long been noted for its independent spirit. Richard D. Birdsall’s
book Berkshire County: A Cultural History {1959) argued that the Berkshires had a distinct culture
prior to the Civil War. This regional provincialism stemmed frorm its remote, rugged geography. It was
based in neo-Calvinist orthodoxy and populist politics and purtured by a rich literary tradition: Will-
iams College President Mark Hopkins explained the region’s distinctiveness in his oration at the 1844
Berkshire Jubilee: ‘

Unlike most counties, Berkshire, having a peculiar geological formation, is a place by itself, sepa-
rated from the rest of the world by natural boundaries; it has also been a good deal secluded; and
while we have been a New England people, our business intercourse has been with New York.
Each of these circumstances has had its influence upon us, so that between us and our fellow citi-
zens of the eastern part of the State, there is a perceptible difference.

Great Barrington native and civil rights leader WE.B. DuBois detected the New York connection,
wien he commented in his Awufobiography: “Physically and socially our community belonged to the
Dutch valley of the Hudson rather than to Puritan New England, and travel went south to New York
more often and more easily than east to Boston”

The region demonstrated its independent spirit during the era of the American Revolution. Local pa-

. triots drafted an early petition of grievances against British rule, called the Sheffield Declaration, at

Colonel John Ashley’s House (a museum maintained by the Trustees of Reservations) in 1773. Militias
from Ethan Allen’s original home in northwestern Connecticut joined the “Green Mountain Boys™ in
their capture of Fort Ticonderoga in 1775, General Henry Knox hauled the capturec-i.‘British cannon
from Ticonderoga across the Berkshire Hills (along modern-day Route 23 or'the Knox Trail) to Bos-
ton, where they were used to drive out the redcoats in 1776. The Salisbury iron industry provided 75
percent of the cannons and other armaments to the Continental Army. The fact that British mercan-
tile laws made ironmaking iliegal may have played a role in the support for the American Revolution
in the upper Housatonic Valley.

After the Revolution, a deep economic depres-
sion and extensive mortgage foreclosures
spawned Shays’ Rebellion in western Massachu-
setts. There were military encounters in Sheffield
and Stockbridge, but the rebellion was sup-
pressed. Shays’ Rebellion convinced many
Americans to create a strong federal government
and acopt the Constitution.

The predecessor of the United State Constitution
was the Massachusetts state constitution, the
world’s first written constitution, adopted in
r780. An essential idea of the constitation was
that “All men are born free and equal” One of
Colonel John Ashley’s (of Sheffield Declaration
fame) black slaves, Elizabeth Freeman (1744-
1829), took the state constitution literally and
sued for her freedom. Freeman, nicknamed

“Mumbet” for her maternal qualities, succeeded
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In 1773, local patriots signed the
Sheffield Declaration, an early bill of
grievances against the English crown,
at Colonel John Ashley’s House in
Sheffield, MA.

in winning her liberty. This spurred the abolition of slavery in Massachusetts in 1783 (the first state to
do s0) and contributed to the emancipation movement in America. After obtaining her freedom,
Mumbet went to work for Theodore Sedgwick’s family in Stockbridge and helped raise writer
Catharine Maria Sedgwick and her brothers, The contribution of African-Americans is further evi-
denced by that fact that 22 African Americans from northwest Connecticut alone fought on the
patriot side in the Revolutionary War.

W.E.B. DuBois (1868-1963), one of America’s foremost African American civil rights advocates, was
born and raised in Great Barrington, Tt was here that DuBois déveloped the idea that was to inspire
his life’s work—that he and all blacks were equal to whites. A marker commemorates the site of his
childhood home, which is a national historic landmark. DuBois wrote The Souls of Bldck Folk and
helped found the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

The upper Housatonic Valley also made a congenial setting for the settfements of Shalers, one of
America’s foremost 1gth-century communitarian sects. The Shakers were noted for their celibacy, re-
nunciation of private property, innovative agriculture, and well-made furniture. Shaker religions
services were noted for their singing, dancing, and “shaking” The biggest problem for Shakers was
that they could not expand membership through procreation and it became increasingly difficult to
attract Americans to the celibate life,

Mother Ann Lee established the first Shaker community near Albany and the third Shaker com-
munity in Hancock/West Pittsfield in 1783, Tt lasted until 1960, when it became a museum. At
Hancock Shaker Viilage, 20 buildings have been restored. A working farm demonstrates Shaker
agricultural methods and exhibits show the labor-saving innovations invented by Shakers. These
inventions included the screw propeller, the threshing machine, cut nails, the circular saw, a
washing machine, a pea sheller, and the first one-horse wagon in America. There also was a
Shaker village in the early 19th century at Tyringham, which is commemorated by the Tyringham

Shaker National Historic District.

Industrial and Agricultural Development

Industry in the upper Housatonic Valley began with the opening of the first iron furnace in Salisbury,
CT, in 1735. Some of the highesi-grade iron ore deposits in the country were found in the Salisbury
area, which extended from Northwestern Connecticut into Berkshire County in Massachusetts. The
Salisbury iron furnace produced 75 percent of cannons used by Americans during the American
Revolution. Between the Revolution and the Civil Waz, iron furnaces in the Salisbury area produced
iron used for guns at the Springfield, MA, Armory; Eli Whitney’s Hamden, CT, gunworks; and the
Collinsville, CT, axe factory. After the Civil War, the Barnum Richardson Company, which owned
several furnaces in the region, furnished railcars with highly durable iron wheels. In Cornwall, the
iron was used to make shears; in Salisbury, to make scythes and bicycles; in Sharon, for mousetraps,
hardware, buckles, and plows. The Iron Bank, established in Falls Vﬂlage in 1847, still operates in the
area, a reminder of a long-past heritage.

'The Salisbury District’s greatest growth took place between 1824 and 1837. After the Civil War, the
iron industry drifted into obsolescence because of declining investment in new technologies and the

rise of the steel industry, the Bessemer process, and mass production in Pennsylvania. The last iron

furnaces in northwestern Connecticut and the Berkshires closed in 1923.

Yale professor Robert B. Gordon’s book A Landscape Transformed: The Ironmaking District of
Salisbury, Connecticut describes how the iron industry transformed the region’s natural environment.
The iron ore, of course, was extracted from mines throughout the region. Iron furnaces were located
on the Housatonic River and some tributaries for waterpower, process water, and removal of waste
materials. Waste slags can still be found near furnace sites. '
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The last skirmish of Shays’ Rebellion
took place in Sheffield, MA, in 1787.
This monument marks the event.

Perhaps the biggest environmental impact was from cutting of trees for charcoal. The iron furnaces
used charcoal as a fuel to produce the high levels of heat. Charceal was obtained by a special process
of partially burning hardwoods, particutarly oak and chestnut. During the 18308, local furnaces re-
quired 600,000 bushels of charcoal each year, and puddling furnaces consumed another 3,000 cords
of wood. The trees in the area became so depleted that charcoal had to be imported from outside of
the region. By 1866, companies in Pittsfield, Lenox, Egremont, and Great Barrington started harvest-
ing and marketing peat as a heating fuel replacing wood. A further consequence of tree-cutting was
erosion, which led to silting of the rivers, slowing water flow and reducing the hydropower capacity.
By 1850, 75 percent of the region was deforested (by the late 20th century, over 75 percent of the land-
scape had become covered with trees again).

'The region’s paper industry, concentrated in Massachusetts, made comparable impacts on the envi-
ronment. In 1801, Zenas Crane, of Milton, MA, started the Crane Paper Company in Dalton, MA
Crane was looking for a place that had no paper milis and that had a pure water supply necessary
for the papermaking process. That place was on the Housatonic River a few miles east of Pittsfield.
During the 1820s, papermaling took off in the Berkshires, as paper mills developed to serve the
New York City market. They obtained the raw material—linen rag—from New York and returned
the city high-quality paper. By 1840, Lee, MA, produced more paper than any town in America.
During the Civil War, a Lee paper company even made paper for Confederate currency, for which it
was brought to court.

As the supply of linen rags became insufficient to meet the demand for paper, Berkshire papermak-
ers settled on wood pulp as a replacement material. Papermaking from wood puip in America
started in the Berkshires. In 1867, & grinding mill opened in Curtisville (today, the Intertaken district
of Stockbridge). The mill shredded poplar that was turned into paper at a mill in neighboring Lee.
The new wood pulp industry, which produced a less durable paper often used for newsprint, used
trees for its raw material. Within 20 years, the local wood pulp supply was exhausted. Wood pulp
mills moved closer to Maine and its abundant wood pulp supply. The business for fine, linen-rage
paper remained in the Berkshires, and Crane Paper Company continues to supply the federal gov-

ernment with the raw stock for paper currepcy. Other paper mills remain in Housatonic, Lee, and
South 1ee, MA,

The wood pulp industry also poured toxic lime, bleaches, and dyes into the rivers. Paper

mill owners were unaware of the danger from the chemicals until the pollution Tuined water purity.
Great Barrington native WE.B. DuBois remarked: “T was born by a golden river... That river of my
birth was golden because of the woolen and paper waste that soiled it”

Other contributors to deforestation were the tanning industry and the rise of the steam engine. The
tanning industry, based in the southern Berkshires and Pittsfield, used the tannin in the bark of hem-
fock and oak trees to “tan” hides. Tanneries also dumped their noxious wastes into the Housatonic
River. The steam engines, which replaced much waterpower after the Civil War, increased the de-
mand for firewood and spurred deforestation. Steam engines also allowed factories to move away
from rivers and locate in a wider range of places.

After the Civil Wat, the small industries of the upper Housatonic Valley became less competitive with
the' highly mechanized, capital-intensive industries operating on a larger scale and catering to a
booming national market. The upper Housatonic’s small-scale industries, primarily dependent upon
waterpower, represented an early phase of the Industrial Revolution that prevailed across New En-
gland before being superseded.

The gristmills, sawmills, and other mills that were as ubiquitous on New England streams in the early
19th century as current-day gas stations, disappeared after the Civil War. Large-scale hydropower for
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producing electricity was introduced in the early 20th century. The first hydropower dam on the
Housatonic River opened at New Milford in 1904, and four other dams were added on the Connecti-
cut pertion of the river. The Falls Village Station (1914) is still operating, though there is a proposal to
close it and end the practice of empoundment that produces power at predetermined periods of the
day. The new “run-of-the-river” proposal would enhance ecological qualities of river and be favor-
able to fishermen, but it would curtail whitewater boating opportunities. Hydropower would
continue, but would not be controlled to serve peak periods. :

While the region’s first industries were reaching obsolescence, the region’s agriculture was also enter-
ing a steep decline. Agriculture had peaked in the early decades of the 1gth century. Elkanah Watson
established America’s first agricultural county fair in Pittsfield in 1810 to promote scientific farming,
Farming prospered into the 1830s, but it became apparent that the fertile Midwestern breadbasket
was far more productive. Southern New England farmers turned to raising merino sheep during the
1830s and 1840s. Sheep-raising encouraged clearance of rocky hillsides for pastures and caused soil
erosion. When sheep-raising lost profitability, hilltop communities became untenable for farming and
the forest started a slow return.

Herman Melville’s novel Israel Potter (1854) described the agricultural decline of the Berkshire hill
towns: '

As for farming as a regular vocation, there is not much of it here. At any rate, no man -
by that means accumulates a fortune from this thin and rocky soil, all whose arable
parts have long since been nearly exhausted. As that, at the present day, some of those
mountain townships present an aspect of singular abandonment. Though they have
never known aught but peace and health, they, in one lesser aspect at least, look like
countries depopulated by plague and war.

Over the years, most towns in the upper Housatonic Valley lost so many people that their population
in 1920 was as low as it had been in 1800, The switch from horse to auto transportation ended the
need for hay-growing, which was the death knell for many struggling farms. Edith Wharton’s novella -
Ethan Frome (19u) depicted the rural poverty and desperation that pervaded much of the Berkshires
during these years. Wharton’s Susmer (1917) explored the cultural differences between the isoléted
village society and the sophisticated urban vacationers who came to the area,

The most successful agricultural enterprise was dairy farming. During the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, the upper Housatonic Valley was a major milk producer for New York City. The slow night
trains stopping to pick up milk from the upper Housatonic farms were known as “milk trains” In
more recent years, dairying also has diminished in importance.

The great 2oth-century industry of the region was the electrical equipment manufacturing in
Pittsfield. William Stanley, a former Westinghouse employee, first successfully demonstrated an alter-
nating current (AC) transformeér at his laboratory in Great Barrington in 1886. Alternating current
allowed electricity to be transmitted across long distances.

Four years later, Stanley established a factory to manufacture AC transformers in Pittsfield, partly be-
cause of the city’s large work force. Pittsfield had emerged as the urban center of the upper
Housatenic Valley after it became the region’s railroad crossroads. The Western Railroad connected
Pittsfield with Boston in 1841. The Housatonic Railroad, which originated in Bridgeport, CT, reached
West Stockbridge in 1844 and connected to Pittsfield by 1849, The Berkshire county seat shifted from
Lenox north to Pittsfield in 1868, confirming Pittsfield’s rise in stature. Since the early 19th century,
the leading Pittsfield industry was textile mills, which dated back to the early 19th century. An early
Pittsfield textile innovation was & woolen carding machine,
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Charles Ives compaosed his
piece “The Housatonic River
at Stockhbridge,” in “Three
Places in New England,”
after his honeymoon in
Stockbridge in 1908,

William Stanley’s Pittsfield manufacturing plant employed 1,700 workers in 1903. Four years later,
General Electric took over the Pittsfield plant, GE developed it into a major employer and center of
innovation. During World War II, over 14,000 people worked at the plant. The Pittsfield GE plant also
pioneered important innovations in plastics, particularly the development of T.exan, a virtually un-
breakable plastic resin used in automobiles, airplanes, and construction materials.

General Electric closed the power transformer side of its operation in the late 1980s. The plastics op-
eration continues, and aerospace activities have been spun off to General Dynamics, As recently as
1087, 7:700 worked at the GE plant; today there are 500 employees. The psychic and economic pain of
General Electric’s closings still smarts, and no nostalgic celebration of the electrical equipment indus-
try has cropped up, as has happened with the older iron and paper industries. Pittsfield is struggling

‘with a transition from a heavily industrial economy to a more diversified economic base.

Discovery of the Scenic and Cultural Qualities of the Upper Housatonic Valley

By the 1830s, visitors were being charmed by scenery of the upper Housatonic Valley. The person
most responsible for putting the region on the map was Stockbridge’s Catharine Maria Sedgwick
(1789-1867), one of America’s first best-selling novelists. Her novel A New-England Thale (1822), which
drew upon the “locat color” of the Berkshires, was one of the first novels to have authentic American
settings and characters. Sedgwick hailed from one of the region’s most prominent families. Her
brothers lived in and did business in New York. She spent winters in'the city and summers in
Stockbridge and, later, in Lenox, '

President Martin Van Buren, Alexis de Toqueville, Harriet Martineau, Daniel Webster, Washington
Irving, and other prominent personages made pilgrimages to visit Miss Sedgwick in Stockbridge.
When poet and editor William Cullen Bryant was a struggling country lawyer in Great Barrington
during the early 1820, she befriended him and they maintained their connection after Bryant moved
to New York. Sedgwick’s famed visitors provide immeasurable publicity for the scenic Berk-
shires. British actress Fanny Kemble, after visiting Miss Sedgwick in 1835, wrote: “The Valley of
the Housatonic, locked in by walls of every shape and size, from grassy knolls to bold basaltic
cliffs—a ‘Happy Vailey’ indeed! A beautiful little river wanders singing from side to side in the
secluded Paradise.” '

Other writers also developed footholds in the Berkshires. New York minister and writer Henry Ward
Beecher, who started summering in Lenox in 1853, publicized the upper Housatonic Valley and its at-
traction to writers when he compared it to the “lake-district of England” Henry Wadsworth _
Longfellow’s in-iaws, the Appleton family of Boston, had a summer place in Pittsfield that Longfellow
frequented after his honeymoon visit in 1843. Boston writer and physician Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.
also had a summer home in Pittsfield. Holmes wrote in The Autocraz of the Breakfast Table that “The
best tonic is the Housatonic” ’

Holmes was present at one of the great meetings in American letters in 18 50, when a party that in-
cluded Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville, and their Boston publisher James T. Fields climbed
Monument Mountain in Great Barrington (where the group read aloud William Cullen Bryants
poem “Monument Mountain”). Hawthorne and Melville became friends and influenced each oth-
ers’ work while Hawthorne lived in Stockbridge at Tanglewood and Melvilie lived at Arrowhead in

* Pittsfield. Melville was writing Moby Dick (dedicated to Hawthorne) and Hawthorne was writing

The House of the Seven Gables. Another local writer was Edward Bellamy, who published a serial-
ized version of his novel The Duke of Stockbridge: A Romance of Shays’ Rebellion in The Berkshire
Courier in 1879.

The upper Housatonic Valley also attracted the interest of the Hudson River School of artists, who
were painting dramatic landscapes in the scenic valley just west of the upper Housatonic. Thomas
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[The Berkshires were]
“the land beyond any
other in America... of
the social idyll, of the
workable, the expensively
workable, American
form of country life.”-

~ Henry James, The American Scene

Cole, Frederic Church (his father owned a paper milt at Lee), John Kensett, Asher B. Durand,
Sanford Gifford, and George Inness painted scenes of the upper Housatonic, particularly Bash Bish
Falls, Monument Mountain, and the Housatonic River itself. Their paintings promoted the region’s
reputation as a Northeastern Arcadia.

As at many resorts, the artists discovered the place, then discriminating wealthy vacationers followed.
In the case of the upper Housatonic Valley, one of the first “summer people” was Boston business-
man and man of letters Samuel Gray Ward, who in 1846 built the first summer estate, Highwood, on
the Stockbridge Bowl. In 1858, New York lawyer Charles Butler-built Linwood (to day, part of the
Norman Rockwell Museum} in Stockbridge overlooking the Housatonic River. Butler, a relative of
the Sedgwick family, was influential in éttracting rich New Yorkers to the upper Housatonic Valiey.
An early hotel of choice was Stockbridge’s Red Lion Inn (established 1773; expanded 1848).

In the Gilded Age, between the Civil War and World War L, tycoons made the southern Berkshires
into the “Inland Newport” This was the pastoral resort par excellence, not a wilderness retreat like
the Adirondacks. The “season” for staying at the mansions in Lenox and Stockbridge was the early
autumn, when the foliage was at its height. First-rank “sodiety)” mostly from New York City, would
spend the early summer at Newport, August at Saratoga Springs for the horse races, then the Berk-
shires, and back to New York for the winter season. The Berkshire “coitages™ were not a place to get
away, but a place to socialize with one’s peers and show off. Henry James observed in The American
Scene that the Berkshires were “the land beyond any other in America... of the social idyll, of the
workable, the expensively workable, Amencan form of country life?

Lenox was the town of great display, with over 75 mansions in 1900, The most palatial “cottage” was
Shadowbrook. It had 100 rooms, second only in size to the Vanderbilts’ Biltmore, in Asheville, North
Carolina. Andrew Carnegie owned Shadowbrook, where he died in 1919. Giraud Foster’s white
marble Bellefontaine was a replica of the Petit Trianon at Versailles. New York attorney Ambassador
Joseph Choate engaged architect Stanford White to design the Shingle-style Naumkeag, George
Westinghouse’s Erskine Park estate straddled Lenox and Lee. Edith Wharton’s home The Mount is of
particular interest, since it reflects the theories of Wharton's book The Decoration of Houses (co-
authored with architect Ogden Codman, Jr.), which served as a “bible” of good taste. The Gilded Age
grandees lived in a closed society and regarded their estates as exclusive. They were not interested in
promoting mass tourism in the area.

The 4o00-room Aspinwall Hotel in Lenox hosted such luminaries as John D. Rockefeller and
Theodore and Franklin D. Roosevelt, Stockbridge also had mansions, but the social life tended to be
less showy. Vacation homes in Lee and Tyringham tended to be more modest,

" In Comnecticut, Norfolk, Sharon, and Salisbury had substantial summer communities. Architect

Alfredo 8.G. Taylor designed many rural estates in Norfolk, more than a dozen of which are on the
National Register of Historic Piaces. Wealthy New Yorkers built Colonial Revival mansions on
Sharon’s South Green. Salisbury attorney Donald Warner and partners bought up abandoned wood-
lands on Mount Riga to create an Adirondack-style enclave of rustic “camps.”

Many of the “cottages” were built above the Housatonic River with scenic views across the river val-
ley. The wealthy summer people who frequented the Berkshires were able to assemble massive private
estates at a reasonable cost because many of the former landholders, who were struggling farmers,
were ready to sell off their properties at a low price. The best-known example was New York million-
aire and Secretary of the Navy William Whitney’s purchase of four dozen farms with over m,000 acres
for a game preserve located in Lenox, Lee, Washington, and Becket.

It is intriguing that the paper and iron industries had not cansed such widespread blight that the re-
gion was unattractive to vacationers. Certain villages might have mills and hillsides might be clear-cut
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Ventfort Hall, once the“cottage” of
1.P. Morgan’s sister Sarah, has become
the Museum of the Gilded Age in
Lenox, MA.

for charcoal and wood pulp, but much of the scenic quality re-
mained. The abandoned iron furnaces gradually became quaint
ruins. In any event, the development of the upper Housatonic Val-
ley as a resort area saved it from the seedy decline that afflicted
other rural areas. The ostentatious mansions changed local society,
especially in Lenox and Stockbridge, so that the locals got out of
farming and made their living building and maintaining the sea-
sonal estates.

"The imposition of the federal income tax in 1913 ended construc-
tion of the country mansions. The esfates started to break up
during the 1920s. Carnegie’s widow sold Shadowbrook to the Jesuits for a seminary in 1922. The De-
pression made it harder to maintain the estates, and labor was scarce during World War L. After the

war, some of the estates were torn down or burned down. Othérs became schools or seminaries.

In fecent years, they have been recycled as resorts and museums catering to middle-class travelers.
The Canyon Ranch health spa is located at the French Renaissance Bellefontaine. Blantyre {Elizabe-
than), Eastover (Georgian), Cranwell (Queen Anne), Wyndhurst (Tador), Wheatleigh (Italian
Renaissance), Orleton (Georgian), Pine Acre {Queen Anne) are all resorts or inns. The Kripalu Cen-
ter for Yoga and Health is at the site of Shadowbrook (mansion burned in 1950s}. Linwood,
Naumkeag, and Ventfort Iall are museuwms, Edith Wharton’s The Mount is a museum and former
home of Shakespeare & Company.

The coming of the automobile in the 19708 and 1g20s democratized vacations, making it easy for the
middle class to enjoy the areas that had formerly been exclusive preserves. Automobile tourism
opened up many areas of the upper Housatonic Valley to visitors and encouraged a flowering of cul-
tural, recreational, and environmental attractions as well as a stronger sense of regional identity.

Shaping a Scenic Landscape

Visitors to the upper Housatonic Valley are drawn by the beautiful scenery. They appreciate the scen-
ery becanse of its “natural” qualities, yet they seldom recognize the degree of conservation and
beautification that the landscape has undergone. The traveler driving through the upper Housatonic
River Valley may notice that most of the hillsides are covered wiih trees and there are virtually no
structures along the summits. Most of them are protected by some government or nonprofit entity.
Many of these hills demarcate the edges of the upper Housatonic watershed and are preserved to
protect water supplies and prevent erosion.

The area’s conservation impulse began with the Laurel Hili Association of Stockbridge, the first village im-
provement society in America. Theodore Sedgwick, Jr., donated Laurel Hill to the town of Stockbridge as
park in 1334. In 1853, Mary Hopldns Goedrich, of a prominent local family; led the founding of the Laurel
Hill Association. The association’s goals were: “We mean to work till every street shall be graded, every
side-walk shaded, every noxious weed eradicated, every watercourse Jaid and perfected, and every nook
and corner beautified—in short, till Art combined with Nature shall have rendered our town the most
beautiful and atiractive spot in our ancient commonwealth?” The Laurel Hill Association planted fun-
dreds of shade trees, erected a fence around the cemetery, lit the streets with kerosene lamps, preserved
cofiservation land, and helped pay for an atfractive stone railroad station, These beautification efforts grew
out of the Romantic aesthetic that valued picturesque landscapes.

The Laurel Hill Association, which is still active, became the model for similar initiatives elsewhere in
the upper Housatonic and for the hundreds of village improvement societies that appeared across the
country during the late rgth century. A major advocate of village improvement societies was Dr.
Birdsey Northrup, of Kent, CT. Northrup was a proponent of tree-planting and Arbor Day, which he
introduced across this country and in Japan and Eurcpe.
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still of Arlo Guthrie in Alice’s Restau-
rant, 1969.

The wealthy Gilded Age “cottagers” played a vital role in conserving the region’s natural environ-
ment. William Whitney’s 11,000-acre estate featured a game preserve with buffalo, moose, deer, elk,
angora sheep, and over 2,000 pheasants. Frederic Law Olmsted’s firm designed the landscaping and
the routes for macadamized roads. Cowboys led hunting parties. After Whitney’s wife died, he sold
the animals to zoos and abandoned the estate. In 1915, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts pur-
chased the Whitney property and made it October Mountain State Forest. The Schermerhorn family,
of Lenox and New York, then donated the 1,000-acre scenic Schermerhorn Gorge to the October
Mountain Forest.

Monument Mountain, in Great Barrington, had originally been divided into small farms and

* woodlots. After most were abandoned, David Dudley Field, Jr., built a scenic drive on the mountain

in r877 and made it available for public use. In 1899, Helen Butler, daughter of New York attorney
Charles Butler, of Linwood in Stockbridge, acquired old farmlands on the southeastern portion of
the mountain and donated them to the Trustees of Reservations, which still maintains it as a public
conservation area. The Trustees of Reservations is the Massachusetts organization that was estab-
lished as the world’s first land trust in 1891, The East Mountain State Forest in Great Barrington had
similar origins. Edward F. Searles, owner of Searles Castle, donated the property as parkland,

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts assembled Beartown State Forest, in Great Barrington,
Monterey, Lee, and Tyringham, from various purchases of hillsides deforested for charcoal-making,
including woodland cleared by the Richmond iron industry. Beartown had been a hilltop farming
community that was abandoned in the latter 1g9th century. The Commonwealth also received a gift of
1,000 acres in Monterey from Susan Ridley Sedgwick in memory of her husband Arthur Warton,
Swann to form the adjoining Swann State Forest. Tt is considered to have been the first scientifically
managed state forest in Massachusetts.

New York surgeon Dr. Frederick S. Dennis owned a 1,627-foot summit in Norfolk that eventually be-
came a state park. In 1908, he built an octagonal bungalow with an observation deck that hosted such
guests as President Taft and industrialist Andrew Carnegie. Today, visitors can still enjoy the view
from Dr. Dennis’s bungalow. The White Memorial Foundation, established in 1913 in Litchfield, CT,
by philanthropists Alain White and his sister May, contributed thousands of acres for Connecticut
state parks at Kent Falls, Macedonia Brook, Mohawk Mountain, and Campbell Falls,

Most state parks and forests in Massachusetts and Connecticut originated as either land donations from
wealthy families or inexpensive purchases of deforested land, States were seeking to improve management
of depleted forest resources, Many state forests acquired their current appearance during the 1930s, when
the federal Civilian Conservation Corps built roads, bridges, trails, and campgrounds in them.

The transition from iron-industry and charcoal-making uses to valued nature preserves is especially
evident on the 50-square-mile Mount Riga plateau. Mount Riga rises 1,000 feet at the tri-corner area
of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and New York. In the early 19th century, Mount Riga was a major
iron industry site, but it now is protected by state parks and private conservation easements to form
what The Nature Conservancy has recognized as one of the “last great places on earth” The Nature
Conservancy has puts its money where its mouth is and has conserved hundreds of acres in what it
calls the Berkshire Taconic Landscape.

"Today conservation efforts continue in order to prevent development from encroaching on existing
open space. The-Berkshire Natural Resources Council has been a pioneer in private conservation ef-
forts. The State of Connecticut is buying easements to protect over 6,700 acres in the state’s largest
privately owned forest, Great Mountain Forest in Norfolk and Canaan. Great Mountain is the key.
link of a contignous forest preservation area that includes Housatonic State Forest, Robbins Swamp,
Hollenbeck Fish 8 Game Club, Canaan Mountain Natural Area, and protected watershed land
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owned by BHC Company and Torringtoﬁ Water Company. The Great Mountain Forest was as-
sembied a century ago for about .25 per acre from forests that had been cut down to produce
charcoal for the iron and tanning industries. This forest today serves as an outdoor laboratory for Yale
University’s forestry program.

Along the ridges and through the valley runs the Appalachian National Scenic Trail, which was
laid out through the upper Housatonic Valley between 1928 and 1935. Conceived by Benton
MacKaye in 1921, the Appalachian Trail was the first trans-regional walking trail in the country.
One of the early upper Housatonic Valley leaders in building the Appalachian Trail was Walter
Pritchard Eaton, a Sheffield resident, Yale professor, prolific writer on nature subjects, and major
- back-to-the-country proponent. )

For decades, hundreds of volunteers have mobilized to maintain the Appalachian Trail in the upper
Housatonic Valley as part of a model public-private conservation effort. Because of their proximity to
settled communities, the Trail segments at Bull’s Bridge and Falls Village rank among the most
heavily-used along the entire Appalachian Trail.

Land conservation also has led to increased recreational opportunities. This region pioneered down-
hill skiing in the Northeast. The Bosquet ski area, situated on Yokun’'s Seat in Pittsfield, set up the first
ski tow south of Vermont in 1934 and attracted thousands of skiers, many from New York. About the
same time, the G-Bar-8 Ranch in Great Barrington (today’s Butternut Basin) also opened a ski resort.
The Civilian Conservation Corps and the Appalachian Mountain Club cut ski trails at many sites, in-
cluding Pittsfield State Forest and East Mountain State Forest. Mohawl Mountain, in Cornwall,

became the first ski area in Connecticut in 1946. It revolutionized skiing by iniroducing artificial snow

two years later. The ski jump at Salisbury is one of the oldest in the country.

The love of nature in the upper Housatonic Valley has inspired some local residents to protect elm
trees that have survived Dutch elm disease. A Great Barrington based organization, Elm Watch, pro-
tects the surviving elms and promotes planting of disease-resistant elm species. Elm Watch has
created the Majestic Elm Trail, which includes over 50 large elm trees between Sharon and Dalton.

The upper Housatonic Valley also has been a pacesetter in protecting its river. The Housatonic Valley
Association, dating from 1941, is one of the oldest watershed protection organizations in the country.
It originated from concerns about eradicating soapy wastes from Lee paper mills and sewage from
Piitsfield. The Housatonic River Initative, Housatonic Valiey Association, Housatonic River Restora-
tion, Berkshire Natural Resources Council, and other organizations and town officials have
encouraged recreational use of the river, cleanup of the riverbanks, and cleanup of the PCBs that
were discharged into the river by the General Electric plant in Pittsfield. General Electric is cleaning
up the “brownfields” site in Pittsfield for economic redevelopment and is providing a $25 million
natural resource damage settlement to clean up the Housatonic River and its banks.

The sustainability movement has important roots in the upper Housatonic. In the early 1980s, the first
Community Supported Agriculture project started in Egremont and the Commumnity Land Trust origi-
nated in Great Barrington. This work has been inspired by the writings of E.F. Schumacher (Small Is
Beautiful} and the E.F. Schumacher Society, which has offices in Egremont.

@
Ha_ncock Shaker Vﬂlage, in Hancock, MA, and the New England Heritage Breeds Conservancy,
which is based in nearby Richmond, are preserving and regenerating heritage breeds of livestock,
many of which have been dying off, Working with some local farms, they are promoting a revival of
rare breeds, which produce livestock with greater longevity and tastier meat and are more environ-
mentally sustainable. Hancock Shaker Viliage plans to sell meat and cheese from heritage breeds
under its own. Hancock Shaker Farms label.

National Park Service 75

LI



The Appeal of the Arts

The upper Housatonic Valley is well known for its music and other cuftural activities, particularly
during the summer months. Composer Charles Ives received inspiration for his piece “The
Housatonic at Stockbridge” {part of “Three Places in New England™) while walking along the river
with his new wife during their honeymoon in 1908.

The region’s musical heritage originated with wealthy music lovers. In 18¢g, Ellen Battell Stoeckel and
Carl Stoeckel, Yale's first Professor of Music, started the Litchfield Choral Union on their summer
estate, The Whitehouse, in Norfolk. Seven years later they buitt the handsome cedar-and-redwood-
paneled Music Shed, which a century Jater hosts the Norfolk Chamber Music Festival and the Yale
Summer School of Music and Arts. Composers spending time at Norfoll’s music festival have in-
cluded Sibelius, Rachmaninoff, Vaughan Williams, and Bruch.

In 1918, Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge started the South Mountain Concerts at the 440-seat Temple of
Music on her Pittsfield estate. Mrs. Coolidge commissioned chamber works by Schoenberg, Webern,
Martinu, Respighi, and Roy Harris. On a hilltop in Falls Village, Chicago Symphony Orchestra con-
certmaster Jacques Gordon established Music Mountain as a chamber music colony in 1930.
Supportive patrons enabled Gordon to build an acoustically superb chamber music concert hall that
has hosted some of the world’s finest soloists, string quartets, and jazz muéicians_.

'The most famous music institution in the upper Housatonic Valley is Tanglewood, summer home of
the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Wealthy summer residents seeking refined entertainment latched
on to composer Henry Kimball Hadley’s dream of holding outdoor symphony concerts “under the
stars” New York socialite Gertrude Robinson Smith organized three concerts by New York Philhar-
maonic players at an Interlaken farm in 1934. But the New York Philharmonic would not commit to
annual summer performances. Two years later, the Berkshire Symphonic Festival featured the Boston
Symphony Orchestra performing under a tent. When BSO conductor Serge Koussevitsky demanded a
permanent music shed as a prerequisite for returning the following year, Mary Aspinwall Tappan do-
nated her 200-acre Tanglewood estate for a music center. The designers of the Music Shed were Eliel
Saarinen, Eero Saarinen, and Joseph Franz. In more recent years, the Seiji Ozawa Hall, by architect
William Rawn, has received many plaudits for its design. Tanglewood has grown to deserve the title of
“The American Salzburg,” bestowed upon it by Massachusetts Governor James Michael Curlej%, as
many of the world’s leading musicians, singers, and conductors have appeared there.

The combination of rural simplicity and cultural cachet drew dance picneer Ted Shawn to establish
the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival in Becket, in 1933. Jacob’s Pillow started as a venue for demonstrat-
ing the role for men in prefessional dance and evolved into the preeminent United States summer
dance festival. It is devoted to performing and teaching modes of dance from around the world. The
"Ted Shawn Theatre, built in 1942 by Joseph Franz, is a pine barn-like structure that sets a rustic tone
for the dance campus.

The upper Housatonic Valley’s cultural offerings have grown with leaps and bounds in recent years.
Significant institutions include Shakespeare & Company {Lenox), the Berkshire Theater Festival

(Stockbridge), the Aston Magna Festival (Great Barrington), the Berkshire Choral Festival (Sheiﬁeld),
and Tri-Arts at the Sharon Playhouse.

The upper Housatonic’s scenic beauty and lively cultural life attracted artists who still affect the re-
gion today. Sculptor Daniel Chester French, famed for his Lincoln Memorial statue and the
“Minuteman™ at Concord, built a summer home at Chesterwood, in Stockbridge, which is 2 museum
today. French left a modest artistic legacy in Stockbridge, designing the rostrum, tablet, and seat of
natural stone at the base of Laurel Hill that is used for the Laurel Hill Association’s annual meetings.
Henry Huizdson Kitsom, sculptor of the “Minuteman” at Lexington, buiit a studio called Santarella in
thatched gingerbread-house style in the early 19308 and worked there on and off untl his death in
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1947. Abstract artists George L.K. Morris and Suzy Frelinghuysen have their work displayed at their
Bauhaus-style house and studio in Lenox. Artist Alexander Caldwell built stabiles (stationary mo-
biles) at his vacation home in Richmond.

Norman Rockwell lived in Stockbridge between 1953 and 1978. Many of his best-known images of
Americana depicted local characters and scenes. When Stockbridge wanted to preserve the Oid Cor-
ner House in 1969, Norman Rockwell offered to display some of his paintings to attract the public to
the building. This led to a full Rockwell museum being established and the opening of a new museum
dedicated to Rockwell’s work in 1993. The museum, designed by architect Robert A.M. Stern, has
spurred a renaissance in critical and public acclaim for Norman Rockwell: -

Another iconic local artist is folksinger Arlo Guthrie. His famous song “Alice’s Restaurant,” set
around Great Barrington and Stockbridge, was an influential late-1960s countercultural statement.
Guthrie still lives in the area and has established The Guthrie Center, a community center and folk
mnsic venue, in a deconsecrated Episcopal church in Great Barrington.

Today the upper Housatonic Valley is one of the preeminent summer cultural resorts in the world.
The sophisticated, yet rustic resort area has become a haven for metropolitan expatriates, especially
from New York. The upper Housatonic is appealing for retirement and telecommuting, as well as va-
caticning. Urbanites send their children to prestigious boarding schools, including Hotchkiss,
Salisbury, Kent, Miss Hall’s, Berkshire Gountry Day School *s Rock College of Bard College. The lack
of easy highway accessibility has preserved much of the region’s charm. Contemporary artists, actors,
and writers who have homes in the upper Housatonic Valley include Jasper Johns, Philip Roth, Meryl
Streep, Jill Clayburgh, Sam Waterston, Kevin Kline, James Taylor and Edward Hermann.

The qﬁality of the natural and cultural environment is the key to the region’s pest-industrial economy.
To those arriving from the bustling metropolitan areas of the Northeast, the upper Housatonic Valley
is a quiet, beautiful area that has carefully maintained its historic sense of place. The citizens of the
upper Housatonic Valley appreciate their heritage and natural environment a great deal. They have
expressed an interest in exploring the stories of their region further and sharing them with a broader
public. In establishing a national heritage area, they would increase their capacify fo preserve and in-
terpret the landscape and landmarks that embody their region’s heritage.

Tanglewood by night
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Appendix lI: Upper Housatonic Valley Sites

National Register of Historic Places
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Moseley House

Resource Name City State Resource Name City State
Allen Hotel Pittsfield MA Federal Work Relief 2 Cornwall cT
Allen, William Russell, House Pittsfield MA Programs Structures
Ashley, Col. John, House Sheffield MA Flanders Historic District Kent CcT
Beardsley , Capt. Philo, House  Kent cr Forbes, Samuel, Homestead North Canaan cT
Beckét Center Historic District  Becket MA Gay, Ebenezer, House Sharon cT
Beckley Furnace North Canaan cT Glendale Power House Stockbridge MA
Berkshire Life Insurance Co. Pittsfield MA Golden Hill Bridge Lee MA
Bidwell,. Rev. Adonijah, House‘ Monterey MA Goodwood Richmond MA
Braman Camp Norfolk cT Gould House Norfolk CT
Brewer, Capt. John, House Monterey MA Hancock Shaker Village Hancock MA
Bull's Bridge Kent cT Hancock Town Hall Hancock MA
Canaan Village Historic District North Canaan cT Haystack Mountain Tower Norfolk T
Chesterwood Stockbridge MA Hillside House Notfolk CT
Church on the Hil} Lenox MA Holabird House Canaan T
Citizens Hall Interlaken MA Hyde House Lee MA
Clark-Eames House Washington MA Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival Becket MA,
Coffing, John C., House Salisbury T Kenmore Richmond MA
Colebrook Center Colebrook cT Kent ron Furnace Kent Ct
Historic District Lakeville Historic District Salisbury cT
Colebrook Store . Colebrook cT Lawrence, Isaac, Hous-e North Canaan CT
Congregational Church of West Stdckbridge MA Lenox Academy Lenox MA
West Stockbridge Lenox Library Lenox MA
Cornwall Bridge Railroad Cornwall cT Lenox Railroad Station Lenox MA
Station Lime Rock Historic District Salisbury cT
Crane and Company Dalton MA Low House Norfolk cT
Cream Hill Agricultural School  Cornwall cT Lower Historic District Washington MA
Cream Hill Shelter. Sharon cT Main Street Cemetery Dalton MA
Dalton Grange Hall No. 23 Dalton MA Mead Camp Norfolk T
DuBois, W.E.B., Home Site Great Barrington MA Melville, Herman, House Pittsfield MA
Dwight-Henderson House Great Barrington MA Merrell Tavern South Lee MA
' Eames, Philip, House Washington MA Methodist Episcopal Saciety Tyringham MA
East Main Street Cemetery Dalton MA of Tyringham .
Eaton, Crane & Pike Company  Pittsfield MA Middlefield-Becket Stone Arch  Becket MA
Factory - Rail Rd. Bridge Dist '
Elm Court Lenox MA Mill River Historic District Mill River MA
Elm Court Stockbridge MA Mission House Stockbridge MA
Fairview Cemetery Dalton MA Monument Mills Great Barrington MA
Falls Village District Canaan CcT Morewood School Pittsfield MA
Farnum House Norfolk CcT Norfolk CT




Resource Name City State Resource Name City State
Moss Hilf Norfolk- cT Scoville Memorial Library Salisbury T
Mount Riga Ironworks Site Salisbury CcT Searles Castle Great Barrington MA
Mount, The Lenox MA Sedgwick, Major Cornwall cT
Mulville House Norfolk T General John, House )
Music Mountain Canaan CT Shadow Brook Farm Stockbridge MA
Naumkeag Stockbridge MA Historic District
New Marlborough Village New Mariborough MA Shaker Farm Richmond MA
Nichols-5terner House Richmond MA Sharon Historic District Sharon cT
Noble House Norfolk cT Sharon Valley Historic District  Sharon cT
Norfolk Country Club House Norfolk CcT Sheffield Center Historic District Sheffield MA
Norfolk Downs Shelter Norfolk cT Sheffield Plain Historic District  Sheffield MA
Norfolk Mistoric District Nerfolk CcT Shepard, John, House Norfolk T
North B_ecket Village Becket MA Shepard, Themas, House New Marlborough MA
Historic District Sibley-Corcoran House Washington MA
North Egremont Egremont MA Smith, Governor, Homestead Sharon T
Historic District ' Society , Congregational Great-Barrington MA
Old Central Fire Station Pittsfield MA Church, Great Barrington '
Old Central High School Pittsfield MA South Canaan Canaan CT
Old Covered Bridge Sheffield MA Congregational Church
Old Curtisville Historic District  Stockbridge MA South Center School House Washington MA
Old Town Hall Pittsfield MA South Egremont Village South Egremont MA
QOsborn, Benjamin, House Mt. Washington MA Historic District ,
Park Square Historic District Pittsfield MA South Lee Historic District lee MA
Phelps Farms Historic District Colebrook CT South Mountain Concert Hall  Pittsfield MA
Phelps, Arah, Inn Colebrook cT Sports Building Norfaolk cT
Power, Charles Whittlesey, Pittsfield MA St. Luke’s Episcopal Church Lanesborough MA
House Starlling Childs Camp Norfolk cT
Providence Court Pittsfield MA Stockbridge Casino Stockbridge MA
Rectory and Church of Narfolk CT Stoeckel, Robbins, House Norfolk cT
the Immaculate Conception Taconic and West Great Barrington MA
Red Mountain Shelter Cornwall CT Avenues Historic District
Richmond Furnace Historical Richmond MA Tamarack Lodge Bungalow Norfolk T
and Archeological Dist Trinity Episcopal Church Lenox MA
Rising Paper Mill Gregt Barrington MA Tyringham Shaker Settlement  Tyringham MA
Rock Ridge Monterey MA Historic District ‘
Rockwell House Norfalk T Union Depot North Canaan CT
Rumsey Hall Cornwall CT Upper Historic District Washington MA
Saint Andrew's Chapel Washington MA U.S. Post Office (Main) Great Barrington MA
Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church  Lanesboro MA Ventfort Hall Lenox MA

National Park Service‘ 79

e s



